CITY OF GLOUCESTER
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
PROJECT APPLICATION COVER SHEET

I: Project Information
Project Title:
Avis R. Murray Boulevard Courts
Project Summary:
The Friends of Avis R. Murray Committee was formed in 2017 for the purpose of
leveraging generous private donations to fund the restoration and upgrade of the two
existing public tennis courts on Stacey Boulevard, Gloucester, MA. Our plan,
originally proposed by Mayor Safatia Romeo Theken, and later approved by the
Gloucester City Council and the Stage Fort Advisory Committee, is to name the
tennis courts after Gloucester resident Avis R. Murray, member of the USTA Hall of
Fame and tennis professional on Cape Ann for 47 years. The overall goal is to
provide the Gloucester community, including both citizens and visitors, with a safe,
attractive and readily accessible place to play outdoor tennis while honoring a
Gloucester tennis legend and continuing the beautification of the Boulevard and
Stage Fort Park areas.

Estimated start date: Spring, 2019 Estimated completion date: August, 2019
CPA Program Area:
Open Space
Community Housing

Historic Preservation
Recreation

II: Applicant/Developer Information
Contact Person with primary responsibility for project: Terri Doane
Organization (if applicable): Friends of Avis R. Murray (and the Gloucester DPW)
Mailing Address: 13 Orchard Road, Gloucester, MA 01930
Daytime phone #: 978-281-6300

Fax #:

E-mail address: terridoane3@gmail.com
Federal ID#
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CITY OF GLOUCESTER
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
BUDGET FORM
Project Name: Avis R. Murray Boulevard Courts
Applicant: Friends of Avis R. Murray Committee
SOURCES OF FUNDING
Source
Amount
Community Preservation Act Fund
$ 30,000
Private donors
$ 90,000
Over $50,000 raised
(Nov 2018)

Total Project Funding

Expense

$120,000
PROJECT EXPENSES
Amount

Please indicate which expenses
will be funded by CPA Funds:

Court resurfacing *
Fence refurbishment allowance
Bench and awning covers allowance
Landscape allowance
Signage allowance
Sub Total
Contingency @10%
Project Total

$90,500
$10,000
$3,000
$3,000
$2,200
$108,700
$11,300
$120,000

CPA and private funds
Private funds
Private funds
Private funds
Private funds

Total Project Expenses

$120,000.00

CPA funds 25% of total

Private funds

*See Appendix D for cost proposals
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Avis R. Murray Boulevard Tennis Courts
Background
Since 2014, much has been done to improve the visitor experience to Stacy Boulevard: the seawall
was rebuilt, the railings were replaced or repainted, Generous Gardeners assumed responsibility for
installing and maintaining extensive gardens along the length of the boulevard, a bocce ball court
was created and new benches installed. As a consequence, this very beloved area of Gloucester has
been remarkably enhanced, providing a significant source of pride to Gloucester citizens and a very
positive impression of Gloucester for its visitors who come from all corners of the globe to see and
appreciate the history of America’s oldest fishing port (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Stacy Boulevard, Gloucester, MA.

What remains to be done to complete the boulevard restoration is the reconstruction of the two tennis
courts, which have a prominent location between the Fisherman’s Wives Memorial and Stage Fort
Park (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Tennis courts are located at western end of Stacy Boulevard, adjacent
to other community sports facilities and the new Boulevard gardens.

In 2017 Mayor Safatia Romeo Theken proposed honoring local tennis legend Avis Murray by
naming the courts after her. (Please see Avis Murray profile in Appendix A). Subsequently, the
Gloucester City Council approved the naming in November of 2017, followed by the approval of the
Stage Fort Park Advisory Council. The Friends of Avis Murray, consisting of 13 members
(Appendix B), was formed to raise private donations toward the cost of the reconstruction of the
Boulevard tennis courts, to coordinate with the Gloucester DPW in the construction of those
improvements, with the goal of completing the work by Summer of 2019. Finally, after completion
of the court’s reconstruction, the Friends will continue to work with the Gloucester DPW and private
donors, as necessary, to insure the ongoing maintenance of the courts over time. To this end, the
Friends has met with Jim Destino and Mike Hale and will continue to coordinate with the City
administration and the DPW.
Scope of Work
The scope of the work contemplated will include:
1. Resurfacing of the courts, including resurfacing the grass strips which currently surround the
courts and create a tripping hazard.
2. Installing new nets and net posts, refurbishment of the fencing surrounding the court and
adding benches and bench awnings (Figure 3).
3. Installing gardens at the main entrance of the courts facing the Boulevard (Figure 4) and
miscellaneous plantings as required by the Conservation Commission. Generous Gardeners
has agreed to assist in the installation of the gardens as well as their ongoing maintenance.
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Figure 3. Current (left) and future state (right) of tennis courts illustrating court resurfacing,
replacement nets and posts, fence refurbishment and benches with awnings.

Figure 4. Current (left) and future state (right) of court entrance illustrating gardens and signage.

Meeting Community Preservation Criteria
Will address concerns cited in Gloucester’s Open Space and Recreation Committee report
The 2017 survey conducted by Gloucester’s Open Space and Recreation Committee
(http://gloucester-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4651) noted the poor conditions of the Boulevard
tennis courts and the value of courts accessible to the public:
•
•
•
•
•

“We need more tennis courts.”
“Tennis courts are sometimes in rough shape, but nice to have access to.”
“Tennis courts near Stage Fort Park are not well maintained.”
“Nets at Boulevard/Stage Fort tennis courts are often in disrepair.”
“Tennis courts at Stage Fort Park could use some work.”

The restoration of these courts will remedy the rundown conditions and provide renewed tennis
courts open to the public.
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Will serve a significant number of residents
This area of the City, including the Boulevard and Stage Fort Park is a major area for casual outdoor
activities and is used by walkers, runners, cyclers, bocce players and rollerbladers. We have noted
the elevated level of pride that citizens have for the Boulevard following the successful creation of
the gardens and work done to restore the seawall, railings, benches, etc. Continued revitalization of
this portion of the boulevard, such as rejuvenation of the rundown tennis facilities contemplated by
the Friends, will serve to attract more people of all ages promoting family recreation.
Will preserve and expand the range of recreational opportunities
Tennis is a lifelong sport for all ages and is a wonderful way to stay healthy through exercise for all
ages. It helps the growth of youngsters in helping with eye hand coordination, working together and
as a team, development of motor skills, building confidence and strength and character. It also
teaches people to respect each other and builds friendships. In this way, this project will preserve and
improve the intended use of a City owned asset.
Has community support and leverages private funds
Community support for this project is significant and Appendix C includes letters of support. In
addition, the project has received the endorsement of the Mayor, City Council and Stage Fort Park
Advisory Council. Community support is also evidenced by the broad base of private donors, who
already have and will contribute to the cost of this initiative. To date, over $50,000 has been secured
in private donations toward the cost of the work.
Successful Completion of Goals
Upon completion of these court renovations, the Friends, City Council, Mayor and Stage Fort Park
Advisory Board have endorsed that these courts be named in honor of Avis R. Murray, Gloucester’s
tennis legend. We can’t think of a more deserving athlete and community role model to have this
honor.
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Appendix A: Avis R. Murray

Avis Murray is a lifelong resident of Gloucester, Massachusetts and has been a passionate
ambassador for the sport of tennis. As a player, teacher and coach she has guided and inspired
generations of North Shore residents to embrace the sport of tennis.
Professional
§
§

Director of Tennis, Bass Rocks Golf & Tennis Club, 47 years (1971)
Teaching Professional, Manchester Athletic Club, 45 years (1973)

Accolades
§
§
§
§
§
§

Gloucester High School Athletic Hall of Fame
USTA New England Hall of Fame
USPTA New England Hall of Fame
New England Youth Tennis Foundation Ned Weld Award
USTA New England Gardner Ward Chase Memorial Award
Gloucester Fisherman’s Athletic Award given in Avis’ honor
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Appendix B: Friends of Avis R. Murray Committee
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

J.J. Bell
Lee Cunningham
Maryellen Delacy
Terri Doane
Val Gilman
Peter Hood
Tracey Hughes
Lisa Lambert
Donna Lupo
Larry Maver
Lynne Salah
Meryl Sheriden
Dick Wilson
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Appendix C: Endorsement Letters
The following pages contain copies of endorsements received from:
•
•
•
•
•

City of Gloucester
CAPE ANN Office of Veterans’ Services
Cape Ann YMCA
Generous Gardeners
Bass Rocks Golf Club
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December 2018
To whom it may concern,
The Bass Rocks Golf club is honored to be associated with Avis Murray our Tennis
Professional for over 40 years. Avis exemplifies the meaning of a true Professional in her field,
community and throughout the country. Besides all her accolades, including being elected to the
USTA Tennis Hall of Fame, Avis has kept her humble approach making life better for everyone
she meets.
The “Friends of Avis Murray” represents a group of Cape Ann residents and their friends
who want to make Gloucester better. The improvements along the boulevard have been
incredible with the new sea wall and the beautiful gardens and now we look forward to two first
class tennis courts for the public’s use.
Bass Rocks Golf Club’s fully supports the “Friends of Avis Murray” and their efforts to
refurbish the boulevard tennis courts and its surroundings.
Sincerely,

Paul Ingram
Bass Rocks Golf Club
President
Bass Rocks Golf Club 34 Beach Road Gloucester MA 01930
www.bassrocksgolfclub.org (978) 283-1866
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Appendix D: Cost Proposals

•
•
•
•

New England Sealcoating Co., Inc.
Sports Tek, Inc.
Reliable Fence
DURABLE PAINTING LLC
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DURABLE PAINTING LLC
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PLUS

Client: Friends of Avis
Western Av
Gloucester, Ma 01930
Phone: 978-302-1310
Durable painting213@gmail.com
13 Williams St Beverly Ma, 01915
Proposal #331
Date: November 28, 2018

Re: Exterior Paint
In regard to the interior Preparation, and painting at the above referenced
property, Durable Painting will provide the necessary labor and materials to
prepare, prime and paint the interior as detailed below.
Detailed project specifications

Chain Link fence 120 Ft in Length and 110 Ft in Width
Spray one coat of industrial metal prime rust-Oleum
Spray two coats of rust-oleun chain link fence paint
Durable painting LLC warrants labor and materials for period 1 year.
Responsibility is limited to the supply of labor and materials to correct the
defective condition.
This warranty specifically excludes damages caused by accident/abuse, weather
conditions such as temperature change or excessive moisture, defective building
materials or faulty workmanship by others
Preparation:
New walls and trims will be prep and primed prior to application of the finish
coat(s)
Peeling areas will be scraped and sanded prior to application of the finish coat(s)
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Wood cracks and joints will be sealed with paint-grade caulking
Furnishings and floors will be protect with drop-clothes as required to prevent
damage from paint spatters
Colors:
Choice of color may affect the number of coats required for adequate coverage. If
beyond the scope of work specific above a change order may be required.
Color must be chosen 1 week prior to start date

Materials $1760.00
Employee compensation $1120.00 (two guys 16 hours
each $35.00 per hour)
Durable painting compensation $4120.00

Total $7000.00
First draw:
Final draw

50% due on acceptance of contract
50% due once the job is completed

Acceptance:
The undersigned proposes to furnish materials and labor to complete the work
mentioned above, for the amount in said proposal, and according to the terms
thereof:
DURABLE PAINTING
DATE

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I acknowledge and accept the terms and conditions of this proposal
FRIENDS OF AVIS
DATE

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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