GLOUCESTER CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR OF BUSINESS
TUESDAY, June 9, 2015
7:00 P.M.
KYROUZ AUDITORIUM, CITY HALL
COUNCIL MEETING #2015-011

Meetings are recorded
FLAG SALUTE & MOMENT OF SILENCE
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
PRESENTATIONS/COMMENDATIONS
Presentation to the First R Foundation on the occasion of its donation of 4,000 books to the children of Cape Ann
CONFIRMATION OF NEW APPOINTMENTS
Clean City Commission
Donna Ardizzoni
TTE 02/14/18
Gloucester Housing Authority
Scott B. Duffany
TTE 02/15/20
Historic District Commission
Jessica Mulcahy
TTE 02/14/18
Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee
Frederick J. Geisel TTE 02/14/18 (representing the neighborhood abutting the park)
CONSENT AGENDA
ACTION

CONFIRMATION OF REAPPOINTMENTS

MAYOR’S REPORT
1. Memorandum from Director of Finance and Operation for the Gloucester Public Schools re: request permission to raise the revenue and spending
limit on Fund #22300, School Food Service from $1,199,124 to $1,324,124
(Refer B&F)
2. Memorandum from Fire Chief and Special Budgetary Transfer Request (#2015-SBT-45)
(Refer B&F)
3. Memorandum from Fire Chief and Special Budgetary Transfer Request (#2015-SBT-46)
(Refer B&F)
4. Memorandum from Fire Chief and Special Budgetary Transfer Request (#2015-SBT-47)
(Refer B&F)
5. Memorandum from Fire Chief and Special Budgetary Transfer Request (#2015-SBT-48)
(Refer B&F)
6. Memorandum from Chief Financial Officer and spreadsheet describing FY2015 interdepartmental transfer to Snow & Ice and Special Budgetary
Transfer Request (#2015-SBT-49 )
(Refer B&F)
7. Special Budgetary Transfer Request (#2015-SBT-50) from the Treasurer/Collector
(Refer B&F)
8. Supplemental Appropriation-Budgetary Request (#2015-SA-28) from the Mayor’s Office
(Refer B&F)
9. Memorandum from Chief Financial Officer re: Norseman Avenue Extension Road repairs and an Order related to repurposing the remaining
funds of a completed capital project to the Norseman Avenue Extension Road repair project
(Refer B&F)
10. Memorandum from General Counsel re: grant of Utility Easements for 44 Whittemore Street
(Refer P&D)
11. Memorandum from Administration re: National Grid lease for the Harbormaster’s Building location at 19-21 Harbor Loop Road
(Info Only)
12. City of Gloucester Health Department 2014 Annual Report
(Info Only)
13. Administration’s proposal to form an Ad Hoc Recreational Boating Advisory Committee
(Info Only)
14. New Appointment:
Shellfish Advisory Commission (TTE 02/14/18)
D. Nathaniel Mulcahy
(Refer O&A)

COMMUNICATIONS/INVITATIONS
1. City Council Vote of August 27, 2013 regarding renewal of Rogers Street Parking Lot at #65 Rogers Street
(Refer P&D & B&F)
2. Invitation from the Relief Association of the Gloucester Fire Department to the Firefighter’s Memorial services on June 14, 2015
(Info Only)

INFORMATION ONLY

APPLICATIONS/PETITIONS
1. Special Events Application re: request from Fishtown Horribles Parade Committee to hold Fishtown Horribles Parade on July 3, 2015
(Refer P&D)
2. Special Events Application re: request from The Gloucester Fund to hold concerts on the Stacey Boulevard on July 3 and September 5, 2015
(Refer P&D)
3. Special Events Application re: request from the Gloucester Downtown Association to hold the Gloucester Sidewalk Bazaar on August 6, 7 and 8, 2015 (Refer P&D)

COUNCILLORS ORDERS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
1. City Council Meeting: May 26, 2015
(Approve/File)
2. Joint meeting City Council and Board of Health: May 2, 2015
(Approve/File)
3. Standing Committee Meetings: B&F 06/04/15 (under separate cover), O&A 06/01/15, P&D 06/03/15 (under separate cover)
(Approve/File)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
ACTION
B&F 06/04/15, O&A 06/01/15, P&D 06/03/15
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARING
1. PH2015-028: Amend GZO by adding a new definition to Section VI “Definitions” for “Farmers Markets”
(TBC 06/23/15)
2. PH2015-029: Loan Order #2015-003: Loan Authorization in the amount of $555,500 the City’s match funding in regard to the U.S. Economic
Development Administration Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant for the Blackburn Seafood Processing Cluster project
3. PH2015-030: SCP2015-003: Eastern Avenue #210, GZO Sec. 2-3.4(7) Animal boarding, kennel – 24 hour operation
4. PH2015-031: (Public Hearing on FY16 Proposed Budget) http://gloucester-ma.gov/Archive.aspx?AMID=35&Type=&ADID= (FY16 Mayor’s Recommended Budget) http://gloucesterma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3376

FOR COUNCIL VOTE
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLOR’S DISCUSSION INCLUDING REPORTS BY APPOINTED COUNCILLORS TO COMMITTEES
COUNCILLOR’S REQUESTS TO THE MAYOR
ROLL CALL – Councillor Paul Lundberg

Meeting dates are subject to change. Check with City Clerk’s Office.

____________________
Linda T. Lowe, City Clerk

Special City Council Meeting, June 16, 2015
NEXT REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, June 23, 2015

Minutes filed in City Clerk’s Office of other Boards and Commissions May 22, 2015 through June 4, 2015:
Board of Assessors 05/07/15, 05/21/15, Licensing Commission 03/03/15
NOTE: The Council President may rearrange the Order of Business in the interest of public convenience.
The listing of matters is those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may
in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.
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GLOUCESTER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, May 26, 2015 – 7:00 p.m.
Kyrouz Auditorium – City Hall
-MINUTESPresent: Chair, Councilor Paul McGeary; Vice Chair, Councilor Robert Whynott; Councilor Joseph
Ciolino; Councilor Melissa Cox; Councilor Steve LeBlanc, Jr.; Councilor Greg Verga; Councilor Paul
Lundberg; Councilor William Fonvielle
Absent: Councilor Stewart
Also Present: Mayor Sefatia Theken; Linda T. Lowe; Kenny Costa; Jim Destino
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. The Council President, in accordance with state Open
Meeting Law, announced that the meeting is recorded by video and audio.
Council President McGeary pointed out hanging on the Kyrouz Auditorium balcony the latest of what will be
a total of 15 quilts exemplifying the city’s neighborhoods. This one, unveiled earlier in the day by Mayor Theken
and a number of City Councilors who were also present, shows the city’s downtown, with the Legion Building, City
Hall, the Joan of Arc Statute, churches. This is the work of seniors of the Rose Baker Senior Center under the
direction of Juni Van Dyke, and it is done all by volunteers. He said this is a wonderful addition to the city’s rich
artistic heritage. A list of those who participated in creating the quilt was displayed at the dais.
Flag Salute & Moment of Silence.
Oral Communications: None.
Presentations/Commendations: Presentation by the Gloucester High School Sailing Team
William Gleckner, 25 Brier Road, a former captain of the Gloucester High School Sailing Team said that the
team is competing in its most native element, Gloucester Harbor, and pointed out he has continued to sail with the
program even though has graduated high school. He said that this program benefits the community in a special way,
providing the young people a tangible way of connecting with the city’s heritage. He added that the GHS sailing
gets young people sailing in a more accessible and open way than any other sailing program he’s experienced. This
program keeps the harbor full of active boats, he said, and expressed his appreciation to those members of the
community who support the team, as well as Gloucester’s Mayor.
Sarah Gallagher, 22 Howe Street, Ipswich, a member of the GHS sailing team for five seasons, captain -- fall
of 2014 and spring of 2015, said that while attending Ipswich High School she has met through the program many
wonderful people, learned many racing techniques and skills being involved in a unique team sport. The program is
fortunate to have the staff, resources, extensive equipment, coaching staff, dock and harbor space to run the
program. She pointed out she’d be unable to sail at all during the year were it not for this program.
Connor Prisby, 5 Beachview Road, Ipswich, reiterated that the GHS Sailing Team program is open and
accessible to all area high schoolers. He pointed out that many sailing programs are prohibitive financially and
some are not as accessible, unlike the GHS sailing program. He noted he had improved his sailing skills through the
spring and fall.
Mark Bos, 24 Langsford Street, said he has participated in the GHS Sailing Team program -- helping with the
program and as an experienced former internationally competitive sailor which he gave up due to injuries. He noted
last year he was working with the sailing program saying that the sailing students have been helpful to him to learn
to solo sail in a Laser class sailboat. He said the students inspired and motivated him, helping him to re-learn his
sailing skills and in turn he hoped he could help the students learn from his past experiences. He said the program is
an asset to the community and very inspirational. He thanked the Mayor for her support.
Patti Page, 3 Tidal Cove Way, also thanked Mayor Theken, and Jim Destino, Chief Administrator, for their
support of the GHS Sailing Program and extended her thanks to the City Council. She then described the GHS
program composed of middle and high school students, and listed the team of instructions supporting the program.
The program offers a learn-to-sail program and a high school race team as members of the Mass. Bay League in a
coed setting. The program has the largest fleet of sail boats of any high school program in the area. She noted the
program has a state-of-the-art floating dock for sailboats thanks to former Mayor Kirk anchored off of the State Fish
Pier. She also noted that the sailing venue for the program hosts many high school competitions. Maritime
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Gloucester supports the sailing summer program by opening their facilities to them and winter storage. Mortillaro
Lobster has also supported the program during the cold months of the year.
Ms. Page highlighted the collaborative community efforts of many community sponsors, but pointed out the
generosity of Linzee Coolidge, Maritime Gloucester, Peter Bent of Brown’s Yacht Yard, the Eastern Point Yacht
Club and the Annisquam Yacht Club. She also highlighted the need secure an adequate and permanent shore side
facility and waterfront access for the program to continue and grow.
Councilor Ciolino asked about the sailing program structure and who heads it. Ms. Page said she originally
formed the sailing team with the assent of then Mayor John Bell, the City Council and the Principal of the High
School and holds documentation that they are a club activity at the High School and not part of the MIAA. The
sailing program sails under US Sailing and Mass. Bay League. Councilor Ciolino said moving forward he asked if
the sailing program should have an organizational committee appointed by the Mayor and asked if such an entity
would be beneficial. Ms. Page said they have a Board to guide them. She added that to expand the program a city
entity would be welcome. What they do now is not able to be expanded upon, she pointed out reiterating the
program will no longer be at their current waterfront location and are looking to secure adequate shore side space
now. Councilor Ciolino suggested in Ms. Page’s efforts to secure the future of the sailing program to work with the
Administration to make a stronger, more formalized program.
Councilor Verga asked if this organization is a non-profit. Ms. Page said they are a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, and that their parent “booster club” raises funds to defray costs and expenses for the sailing program.
Councilor Cox asked if the High School does anything for the Sailing Team. Ms. Page said she pledged she
wouldn’t ask for any funding or resources from the School Department and has not done so to date -- the club
program is completely independent. The High School’s Athletic Director is very supportive, she noted. It is a free
program spring and fall to all students. A fee of $100 per week is charged for the summer sailing program, and
there is a scholarship program for those who are unable to afford it. Councilor Cox offered her assistance to the
program as the Ward 2 Councilor.
Councilor LeBlanc said he supports the sailing program, and he cautioned that sports programs that might
come before the Council for support need to keep in mind that they are separate, especially where support for many
programs already exists. He asked if the YMCA had a sailing program. Ms. Page noted other teams are supported
by playing fields and equipment through the high school’s Athletic Department. The YMCA, she said, is more of a
recreational instructional program for young children. The children age out and move to their sailing program,
acting as a quasi-feeder program.
Council President McGeary asked how many children participate. Ms. Page said it is 18 participants in the
spring and fall team sailing program, and approximately 90 students each summer.
Confirmation of New Appointments:
Clean City Commission

Patty Amaral, Charlotte Ohannessian, Amy Kerr

TTE 02/14/18

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Ciolino, seconded by Councilor Stewart, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted 3 in favor,0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint
Patty Amaral to the Clean City Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
DISCUSSION:
Ms. Amaral, 14 Myrtle Square, gave the Councilors a carry-in/carry out bag which she had designed and
produced at her expense to pass out to beachgoers. She said that the Clean City Commission is looking to see the
litter laws better enforced to ensure cleaner beaches and many areas of the city. She said something big needs to
happen in order to have an impact to keep the city clean. She displayed a carry-in/carry-out banner for the Council
as well.
Councilor Whynott said Ms. Amaral was a great leader and commended her efforts for a cleaner Gloucester
over the years.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Whynott, seconded by Councilor Verga, the City Council voted 8 in
favor,0 opposed, to appoint Patty Amaral to the Clean City Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Stewart, seconded by Councilor Ciolino, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint
Charlotte Ohannessian to the Clean City Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
DISCUSSION:
Ms. Ohannessian, 32 Fort Square, explained that she sat on the board of the North Shore Health Project and
Gloucester Family Health Center Board and is retired and sees her membership on the Clean City Commission that
as a way to give back to the city.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Whynott, seconded by Councilor Cox, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint Charlotte Ohannessian to the Clean City
Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Stewart, seconded by Councilor Ciolino, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint
Amy Kerr to the Clean City Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
DISCUSSION:
Ms. Kerr, 3 Ledge Road, said that as a member of the staff of Ocean Alliance, a non-profit organization as their
social media coordinator, having a clean city was important to her as a clean ocean is to its denizens and looked
forward working with the Commission. She said she has worked with Ms. Amaral and Ms. Ohannessian in helping
with clean-up efforts in the city for the past year and a half every Saturday morning.
Councilor Verga said every year there is a reinvention of the wheel to try and get Route 133 cleaned up and
asked that there be a plan developed by the Clean City Commission moving forward to coordinate these efforts, and
Councilor Cox suggested that they also work with the MBTA as well.
Council President McGeary thanked all three of the new appointees who are taking on what he termed a
“daunting” task, saying that he hoped their efforts will inspire other people to do this work and join them.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Whynott, seconded by Councilor Cox, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Amy Kerr to the Clean City Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
Consent Agenda:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

1.
2.
3.
1.
2.


CONFIRMATON OF REAPPOINTMENTS

MAYOR’S REPORT
Memorandum from General Counsel & the Inter-municipal Agreement with the towns of Rockport & Manchester-by-the Sea re:
District Veterans’ Services Office
(Refer O&A & B&F)
Memorandum from EMS Coordinator re: updating City of Gloucester Fire Department Ambulance Service Billing & Collection
Policy
(Refer B&F)
Memorandum, Grant Application & Checklist from the Community Development Department re: U.S. Economic Development
Administration Public Works & Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant-Blackburn Seafood Processing Cluster
(Refer B&F)
Memorandum & Loan Order from the Chief Financial Officer re: the U.S. Economic Development Administration Public Works
And Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant to provide the city’s match funding in the amount of $555,500
(Refer B&F)
Memorandum, Grant Application & Checklist from the Community Development Department re: PARC Grant from the Executive
Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs – Light Up Mattos Field
(Refer B&F)
Special Budgetary Transfer Request (2015-SBT-44) from the Community Development Department
(Refer B&F)
Memorandum from Community Development Director re: the Executive Summary to the Gulf of Main Research Institute (GMRI)
Marine Innovation Center Concept Study
(Refer P&D)
Memorandum from General Counsel re: Grant of Easement for 91 Commercial Street
(Refer P&D)
New Appointments:
Gloucester Housing Authority
TTE 02/15/2020
Scott B. Duffany
Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee
TEE 02/14/2018
Frederick J. Geisel (rep. neighborhood
(Refer O&A)
abutting the park)

COMMUNICATIONS/INVITATIONS
Response to Oral Communications of February 17, 2015 City Council Meeting to Hilary Frye regarding boating community in the City (Info Only)
Invitation from the Gloucester Lodge of Elks No. 892 re: Flag Day Ceremonies on June 11, 2015
(Info Only)
Appointment of Ward 5 Councilor William Fonvielle as the City Council representative to the Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee
(Info Only)

APPLICATIONS/PETITIONS
SCP2015-003: 15 Western Avenue, Unit No. 2 (“Condominium”), Assessors Map #2, Lot #69; Modification of Special Council
Granted on June 6, 2000 under GZO Sec. 2.3.1(4)(a) (GZO 2008 Sec. 2.3.1.6)
(Refer P&D)
PP2015-002: Petition of National Grid for installation of underground facilities from Leonard Street to 1 Chester Square
(Refer P&D)
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COUNCILORS ORDERS
1. CC2015-018 (Cox) Amend GCO c. 21 “Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places” be amended by ADDING a new section
entitled, “Sec. 21-13. Obstructions”

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
1. City Council Meeting: May 12, 2015
2. Standing Committee Meetings: B&F 05/21/15 (under separate cover), O&A 05/18/15, P&D 05/20/15
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(Refer O&A & B&F)
(Approve/File)
(Approve/File)

Unanimous Consent Calendar:
1. Special Event Application: request to hold Main Street Block Parties, June 20, July 18, and August 15, 2015

(Refer P&D)

Items to be added/deleted from the Consent Agenda and Unanimous Consent Calendar:
Councilor Verga highlighted a report, #7 under the Mayor’s Report, “Memorandum from Community
Development Director re: the Executive Summary to the Gulf of Main Research Institute (GMRI) Marine
Innovation Center Concept Study” which he pointed out he had asked for from the previous Administration and that
the Council is only just now receiving it.
By unanimous consent of the City Council the Consent Agenda and Unanimous Consent Calendar was
accepted as presented.
Committee Reports:
Budget & Finance: May 21, 2015
1.

Grant application & checklist from Council on Aging to accept a FY15 Formula Grant from the
Executive Office of Elder Affairs

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor McGeary, seconded by Councilor Cox, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted 2 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council accept under MGL
c. 44, §53A, a Mass. State FY2015 Formula Grant Allocation from the Mass. Executive Office of Elder Affairs for a
total of $59,232.00.
DISCUSSION:
Councilor Cox explained that this is an annual grant the Council on Aging receives. The proposed use of the
grant funds will support the salary for the Senior Center Clerk, partial salary for an Outreach Social Worker, a salary
supplement for an Art Coordinator and a part time salary for the Activities Assistant, as in previous fiscal years.
There is no match, she confirmed.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Fonvielle, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 (Stewart) absent, to accept under MGL c. 44, §53A, a Mass. State FY2015 Formula Grant
Allocation from the Mass. Executive Office of Elder Affairs for a total of $59,232.00.
2.

Acceptance of a Department of Conservation & Recreation (DCR)-Blynman Canal Repair Construction
Seed Money from the DCR Division of Waterways (Seaport Advisory Council)

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor McGeary, seconded by Councilor Cox, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted 2 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council accept under MGL
c. 44, §53A, a Blynman Canal Repair Construction Seed Money grant (P14-2883-G04 (3943) from the Mass.
Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs, Department of Conservation & Recreation through the
Seaport Advisory Council for $200,000.
DISCUSSION:
Councilor Cox said that the Mass. Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs, Department of
Conservation & Recreation through the Seaport Advisory Council had awarded the city a reimbursement grant
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totaling $200,000, awarded back in October 2013 but was not sent to the Council for acceptance. She advised that
work starts June 1 at the Blynman Canal. These funds were used to pay for engineering and permitting but are not
associated with the Stacy Boulevard seawall repair project although it, too, begins shortly. She pointed out that
Seaport Advisory Council money will now come under the auspices of MassDOT.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Fonvielle, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 (Stewart) absent, to accept under MGL c. 44, §53A, a Blynman Canal Repair
Construction Seed Money grant (P14-2883-G04 (3943) from the Mass. Executive Office of Energy &
Environmental Affairs, Department of Conservation & Recreation through the Seaport Advisory Council for
$200,000.
3.

Special Budgetary Transfer 2015-SBT 43 from Auditor’s Office

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On motion by Councilor McGeary, seconded by Councilor Cox, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted 2 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council approve Special
Budgetary Transfer 2015-SBT-43 in the amount of $959.00 from Account
#101000.10.135.51920.0000.00.000.00.051, Auditor, Sick Leave Buy Back, to Account
#101000.10.111.51250.0000.00.000.00.051, City Council, Salary/Wage Part-Time Position, for the purpose of fully
funding the City Council, Salary-Wages Part-time Position account for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2015.
DISCUSSION:
Councilor Cox said that in order to fund a deficit in the City Council, Salary/Wage Part-Time Position account,
the City Auditor was able to fill the funding gap with money remaining in his department’s Sick Leave Buy Back
Incentive line item as it was less than budgeted to make this account whole. She thanked Mr. Costa for locating the
funding for the deficit.
MOTION: On motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Fonvielle, the City Council voted 8 in favor,
0 opposed, 1 (Stewart) absent, to approve Special Budgetary Transfer 2015-SBT-43 in the amount of $959.00
from Account #101000.10.135.51920.0000.00.000.00.051, Auditor, Sick Leave Buy Back, to Account
#101000.10.111.51250.0000.00.000.00.051, City Council, Salary/Wage Part-Time Position, for the purpose of
fully funding the City Council, Salary-Wages Part-time Position account for the remainder of Fiscal Year
2015.
4.

Memorandum from Mayor regarding two matters pertaining to the FY16 budget:
A) Administration’s Capital Plan Funding & Free Cash Distribution Policy

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor McGeary, seconded by Councilor Cox, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted 2 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council endorse the policy
for the use of certified free cash summarized in the Administration’s memo entitled, “Capital Plan Funding & Free
Cash Distribution Policy.” The percentages set forth in the policy are approximate. The policy proposes to allocate
certified free cash as follows:
 Capital Stabilization Fund 40 percent;
 Building Maintenance Stabilization Fund 20 percent;
 General Stabilization Fund 10 percent
 Unreserved free cash: Remainder funds 30 percent.
DISCUSSION:
Councilor Cox said the Administration is asking the City Council’s endorsement of the policy for Capital Plan
Funding and a Free Cash Distribution Policy which the B&F Committee also believes is a sound fiscal policy
overall. She said by putting these policies in place it will allow the city to start to plan for capital projects by setting
money aside for them and not have to use General Fund monies to pay for them but rather paying for them with
Department of Revenue (DOR) certified free cash. A Building Maintenance Stabilization Fund will need to be
established by vote of the City Council this fall and funded by FY15 free cash. The formula the Administration has
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put forward the Committee believes to be appropriate for free cash distribution to the Stabilization Funds which is:
Capital Stabilization Fund 40 percent; Building Maintenance Stabilization Fund 20 percent; General Stabilization
Fund 10 percent and the remainder as unreserved free cash 30 percent. She noted that as far as bond rating agencies
are concerned, such a fiscal policy will be viewed by them as sound financial planning, and as an added bonus to the
city, the Funds can be leveraged for grant matching funds for city capital improvements and building projects.
Councilor Verga said that he supported this policy. Free cash isn’t free, and it is smart to set funds aside to
maintain and build for the city’s future, he said.
Councilors Cox, LeBlanc, Whynott and Fonvielle added their approbation for the new fiscal policy of the
Administration.
Council President McGeary said he also supported the motion. He stressed the policy was just that—a policy
and not an ordinance. While it would behoove whoever is mayor to adhere to the policy, it allows for emergencies.
He noted that the city has spent $100 million on water, sewer and CSO infrastructure replacement in recent years,
which has to be borrowed. Money paying for that debt service is taking away from city services, and this should
help to prevent such “catchup spending” in the future
Councilor Lundberg said the Administration deserves credit for putting these financial policies forward. He
said he will put in a request to hear from the Capital Improvements Advisory Board report to the Council due to the
new policy being put into place.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Fonvielle, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 (Stewart) absent, to endorse the policy for the use of certified free cash summarized in the
Administration’s memo entitled, “Capital Plan Funding & Free Cash Distribution Policy.” The percentages
set forth in the policy are approximate. The policy proposes to allocate certified free cash as follows:
 Capital Stabilization Fund 40 percent;
 Building Maintenance Stabilization Fund 20 percent;
 General Stabilization Fund 10 percent
 Unreserved free cash: Remainder funds 30 percent.
B) Request from Administration to link approximately 30% of the revenue received from Hotel/Motel excise
tax to the Tourism Commission budget
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor McGeary, seconded by Councilor Cox, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted 2 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council endorse the policy of
allocating approximately 30 percent of the city’s share of Hotel/Motel excise tax revenue to support the city’s
tourism efforts.
DISCUSSION:
Councilor Cox said as to the funds from the locally adopted excise tax on hotels and motels, approximately 30
percent as proposed by the Administration, will be used to fund the city’s Tourism budget, although not this year.
She said it will be on-going, and can be planned for. Part of this proposal was meeting with all the tourism satellite
groups in the city and making sure they were all on board, which they are, she said. She noted that by funding
Tourism this way it will be appropriate moving forward to allow for expanded programming and planning.
Estimated revenue is $475,000 for FY16 from the hotel/motel excise tax. Because there hasn’t been a transition yet
to a new entity for tourism, the FY16 budget is pegged at $150,000 for the department.
Councilor Verga said this is a good idea long overdue. It makes sense to have these funds invested in tourism
because the money stays in the city essentially.
Councilor Fonvielle said conventional wisdom is that you get back $7 for every dollar invested. This will
allow actual planning for the future with a relatively stable base of revenue, and give the city the ability to look to
the future to make plans in a rational way.
Councilor Ciolino said in January just after being sworn in, he asked for the Council’s support to encourage
some kind of mechanism to support tourism through a Request to the Mayor. He suggested that this is what came
forward from that request which exceeded their expectations. He thanked the Administration for their support of
tourism in this forward-thinking way. With a new hotel opening in the city in the coming months, it will only mean
more revenue, he pointed out, and allows for better and more promotion of the city, as well as putting the city’s
name out highlighting the benefits of living, visiting and doing business in Gloucester. He expressed his hope any
new Administration continues to support these policies.
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Councilor Lundberg said the power of these dollars is measurable. He said this Administration did a great job
in organizing an outreach marketing program in conjunction with the Boston International Seafood Exposition this
past spring. It is a great example of what can be done with local resources, he said.
Council President McGeary said that this was an unnecessary motion as was the previous motion but an
important one as this is not a matter either for codification in the Code of Ordinances. As the new city tourism
entity comes forward, this is policy becomes a clear metric – 30 percent of the hotel/motel revenue, if it goes up, the
entity will benefit from it directly with more funding and ability to expand its programs which becomes a tangible
incentive. This is a policy not an ordinance but is a worthy one, one which any new mayor would do well to follow.
Councilor Ciolino said to have a paper trail is important for future reference for matters such as this and
commended the Council President for bringing this and the previous motion forward.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Fonvielle, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 (Stewart) absent, to endorse the policy of allocating approximately 30 percent of the city’s
share of Hotel/Motel excise tax revenue to support the city’s tourism efforts.
Ordinances & Administration: May 18, 2015
Councilor Whynott advised there were no matters for Council action from this meeting for this evening.
Planning & Development: May 20, 2015
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor Lundberg, the
Planning & Development Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council amend its
vote of March 10, 2015 which permitted the St. Peter’s Fiesta from Wednesday evening, June 24, 2015 through
Sunday, June 28, 2015 as follows:
That Condition #4 concerning temporary lighting near the Beauport LLC property and Condition #6 concerning the
contribution of $3,000 for added police details because of that property’s use be DELETED as the Beauport
property is not being used for the 2015 St. Peter’s Fiesta. Further, that the revised conditions be numbered 1 through
5;
and by ADDING the following condition:
“5. That the St. Peter’s Fiesta Committee has permission to use the area of St. Peter’s Commercial Marina, a cityowned dock, behind the Cape Ann Brewery, for the purposed of a Fisheries Exhibit in conjunction with local
fishermen and the New England Fisheries Coalition.”
DISCUSSION:
Councilor Verga explained that as the Beauport Gloucester property is no longer being used by the St. Peter’s
Fiesta, that condition needed to be removed along with the condition related to it, which called for a contribution to
the extra police details that extending the footprint of Fiesta to that property required. Additionally, the area of St.
Peter’s Commercial Marina, which is city-owned, behind the Cape Ann Brewery will be used for a Fisheries Exhibit
and that had been omitted from the conditions.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Verga seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 (Stewart) absent, to amend its vote of March 10, 2015 which permitted the St. Peter’s
Fiesta from Wednesday evening, June 24, 2015 through Sunday, June 28, 2015 as follows:
That Condition #4 concerning temporary lighting near the Beauport LLC property and Condition #6
concerning the contribution of $3,000 for added police details because of that property’s use be DELETED as
the Beauport property is not being used for the 2015 St. Peter’s Fiesta. Further, that the revised conditions
be numbered 1 through 5;
and by ADDING the following condition:
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“5. That the St. Peter’s Fiesta Committee has permission to use the area of St. Peter’s Commercial Marina, a
city-owned dock, behind the Cape Ann Brewery, for the purposed of a Fisheries Exhibit in conjunction with
local fishermen and the New England Fisheries Coalition.”
Scheduled Public Hearings:
1.

PH2015-020: Amend c. 22, Sec. 22-270 “Parking prohibited at all times” and Sec. 22-291 “Tow-away
zones” by DELETING Kondelin Road, both sides from its intersection with Magnolia Avenue for its
entire length from 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m.; and amend Sec. 22-270 “Parking prohibited at all times” and
Sec. 22-291 “Tow-away zones” by ADDING Kondelin Road, from its intersection with Magnolia Avenue,
for its entire length, on the westerly side (even numbered properties) from 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m.

This public hearing is opened at 8:03 p.m.
Council President McGeary said that there are issues still to be worked out related to this Council Order and
the matter is still in process with the O&A Committee at this time. He continued the Public Hearing to July 28.
This public hearing is continued to July 28, 2015.
2.

PH2015-021: Amend Chapter 2, Division 10 “Committee for the Arts by ADDING additional language to
Subsection (b)

This public hearing is opened at 8:03 p.m.
Council President McGeary said that this matter is also still in process with the O&A Committee at this time.
He continued the Public Hearing to July 28.
This matter is continued to July 28, 2015
2.

PH2015-027: SCP2015-001: Concord Street #250, Map 248, Lot 13, GZO Sec. 5.13 Personal Wireless
Service Facility

This public hearing was opened at 8:03 p.m.
Council President McGeary said that this matter is still under consideration by the Planning & Development
Committee and will be continued with the assent of the applicant on file, to June 23.
This public hearing is continued to June 23, 2015.
For Council Vote:
1.

CC2015-013 (Cox) Whether the City Council wishes to petition the state to lower the speed limit on
Burnham Street to 20 miles per hour

Councilor Cox said that she wished to withdraw the matter. The proof she needs from the city to the State is
not available. She would obtain a petition from the neighborhood and bring the matter back again.
This matter is withdrawn with the unanimous consent of the Council.
Unfinished Business: None.
Individual Councilor’s Discussion including Reports by Appointed Councilors to Committees: None.
Councilors’ Requests to the Mayor:
Councilor LeBlanc said that the street remediation work underway on Washington Street will take some time
and urged patience to the area’s neighborhood and to residents that drive the roadway from Grant Circle to
Exchange Street. He advised concerned Ward 3 constituents to call him with any issues they may have during the
project. He thanked the DPW for their recent cross-walk painting and for their paving roads in great disrepair.
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Councilor Cox thanked Adam Curcuru and Lucia Amero of the city’s Veterans’ Services Department for
organizing a memorable Memorial Day service. She invited the public to attend the Bronze Star Award Ceremony
Fri., May 29, 11:00 a.m. at City Hall, and noted the Civil War Memorial Rededication June 6 at 11:00 a.m.
Councilor Lundberg commended the Rose Baker Senior Center’s Director, Lucy Sheehan, Director and Juni
Van Dyke, Art Director and how the city is to have such great staff at an important city organization.
Councilor Ciolino added his approbation of the Memorial Day ceremonies, and highlighted that there is an
oversized flag being flown adjacent to the Bridge Tender’s House at the Blynman Bridge which will be raised only
for special occasions. He extended his thanks to Ringo Tarr and those that work with him to keep the flags flying on
Stacy Boulevard. It makes the city look great, he said.
Councilor Fonvielle said that the Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee held its first meeting this evening at 6
p.m. That Committee is formed, with David Dow as it’s Chair, and Steve Kaity as its Vice Chair, and they will now
move forward, he advised.
He also reported on his recent trip to Iceland and said that Gloucester is well known and regarded there. He
attended an event in the Reykjavik Innovation House. He said he spent a half day with the founder of the Iceland
Ocean Cluster House which is housed in, owned by the city formerly a warehouse immediately on Reykjavik’s
working harbor. Over 50 companies have offices under one roof which encourages collaboration, and he described
the wide variety of businesses, all water-related that includes a restaurant specializing in seafood with a fish market
planned there soon. The Icelandic Ocean House Cluster is in the process of opening a similar Ocean Cluster House
in Portland, Maine, and high on the Icelandic agenda is to open such an Ocean Cluster House in Gloucester. He also
met with the Economic Development Director for Reykjavik, the Director of Visit Reykjavik and the U.S. Deputy
Chief of Mission of the U.S. Embassy. As the U.S. Ambassador to Iceland had been stateside during the
Councilor’s trip. He read in part an email received from the Deputy Chief that day, “The Ambassador and I are very
enthusiastic about the potential for building ties between New England and Iceland with a special emphasis on
Gloucester….” He pointed out about 24 people are coming to the Gloucester Innovation House to visit and very
soon and another wave of visitors are anticipated to come this fall.
Councilor Verga expressed his appreciation for Councilor Fonvielle’s report. On Fri., May 29 at 12:30 p.m. the
Norcross Gateway will be dedicated and celebrated with a 45 minute hike along the new loop trail (off of Exit 13).
He noted that the Essex County Greenbelt Association purchased the property in part with city CPA Funds . He
pointed out this property is now greatly improved.
Councilor Whynott said he has been in attendance at Memorial Day ceremonies for many years but this year’s
was the best, and he was very impressed.
Council President McGeary said he, too, was very impressed with the city’s Memorial Day celebration and
was touched by the World War II veterans’ reading the Role of the Fallen from that war from Gloucster. He shared
that his father, having served in that war made it all the more poignant. He pointed out that Councilor Fonvielle
went to Iceland at his own expense and at his own initiative to represent the city and commended him for that.
He showed the Council a bird house he acquired at the O’Maley Innovation Middle School two weeks ago.
Thirty people representing government, business and technology councils came to the school to view the school’s
programs. The bird house is made by 6th graders as a first step along their curriculum focused on engineering which
starts with woodworking and other crafts which by 8 th grade students are doing computer assisted design, 3D
printing on printers provided by the Gloucester Education Foundation. He said the birdhouse is a symbol of what is
happening in the Gloucester Public Schools. This is the kind of work the city’s children are doing. He said it was
exciting to walk through the school as he did with representatives of EMC, Applied Materials and Verizon and to
hear the buzz in the classrooms, and see the enthusiasm of the faculty. He commended the School Department and
particularly the O’Maley Innovation Middle School Principal, Deborah Lucey.
A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Dana C. Jorgensson
Clerk of Committees
DOCUMENTS/ITEMS SUBMITTED AT MEETING:
 Closing Remarks by Patti Page, 3 Tidal Cove Way on behalf of the Gloucester High School Sailing
Program
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City Council members present: Chair, Councilor Paul McGeary; Vice Chair, Councilor Robert Whynott;
Councilor Joseph Ciolino; Councilor Melissa Cox; Councilor Steve LeBlanc, Jr.; Councilor Greg Verga;
Councilor Paul Lundberg; Councilor William Fonvielle; Councilor Robert Stewart Absent: None.
Board of Health members present: Chairperson: Dr. Richard Sagall, Frederick Cowan Claudia Schweitzer,
and Joe Rosa. Present from the Health Department: Public Health Director, Noreen Burke. Absent: Vice–
Chairperson: Robert Harris.
Others present: Morgan Bell, District Representative; Seth Moulton, Congressman; Bruce Tarr, Senator;
Ann-Margaret Ferrante, Representative; Melissa Teixeira, School Committee.
The meeting was called to order at 10:08 a.m. Councilor Whynott arrived at 10:30 a.m.
Council President McGeary announced that this meeting is recorded by video and audio in accordance
with state Open Meeting Law. He stated that this is a full joint meeting of both the City Council and the
Board of Health.
Flag Salute & Moment of Silence- Council President McGeary dedicated the Moment of Silence for
those who have lost their lives to substance abuse or who have been touched by the problem of
substance abuse.
Presentation to Council and Board of Health on the Subject of Opiate Abuse and Resources for
Change and TreatmentMayor Sefatia Romeo-Theken thanked everyone for attending the meeting. She stated that people have
looked at today’s event and said Gloucester is finally doing something about substance abuse. She
stated that that is false; this is a continuance of what Gloucester has been doing to prevent substance
abuse. She stated that when they moved closer to people began to listen, it was a stigma, it was always
the same people, the same round tables, so seeing a full room today means that everyone cares and
there are no more stigmas. She stated that one in five people knows someone with some kind of
addiction. She stated that in 2008, there was a presentation at City Hall that other communities have
seen and have asked them what they are doing and those communities want to learn what Gloucester is
doing. She stated that this is going forward. She stated that in 2008 Gloucester started round tables with
the physicians. She stated that is not beginning awareness around substance abuse, this city is in
continuance of helping every resident to have a clean, rich life who wants to. She stated that if anyone
would like to see the presentation from 2008 they should contact her office and they will send the
presentation to them. She thanked everyone again for coming, welcomed all to the City of Gloucester,
and said she is very proud of the city and the people of this community.
Police Chief Campenello stated that Gloucester has an excellent network of collaboration and it has been
that way for a number of years. He stated that he spent a number of years working in a plain clothes drug
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enforcement capacity and Gloucester is exceeded by no one, no one on the North Shore or the Northeast
as far as he is concerned, as far as prevention of substance abuse. He stated that today is the day,
Saturday, May 2, 2015, where they take the next step and recognize substance abuse as a disease and
not a criminal problem and they treat it as such. He stated that they have an advantage in Gloucester,
they are at the end of the world, they only have to push in one direction and if that means they have to
push their Representatives here and or in Washington, or insurance companies, or big businesses then
they will do it. He stated that there are new initiatives in Gloucester that they will hear about after the
close of the public hearing and he believes that Gloucester is poised in making the next step in canceling
out this disease.
Noreen Burke, Public Health Director thanked everyone for attending the meeting and said there is such
a rich network of resources available today. She recognized the Gloucester School Department and the
Veterans Affairs Department who could not be at the meeting due to conflicts with their schedules. She
commended Joan Whitney and Stasia Satterfield for all their help in putting the event together. She
stated that the Health Department assesses and investigates health problems, they inform and educate
individuals and the public at large, they mobilize community partnerships such as the Healthy Gloucester
Collaborative, they play a key role (the board members in particular) in developing policies, plans, and
public health laws, regulations, and statutes, they support access to care, and the Public Health Nurse
offers vaccines and immunizations to those who may not know where else to go, they connect people to
primary care, they continually evaluate if what they are doing is meeting the needs of the community, and
they implement evidence based practices. She stated that with all they do, it is still not enough; more is
always needed, more sharing of information and resources. She encouraged each member in
attendance to just go around and learn about the resources that the community has to offer. She stated
that people can help by supporting the systems, the policies, and the environmental changes. She stated
that there is much written about opiates and there is article in the Boston Globe daily. She stated that she
went to hear Attorney General, Maura Healey speak a few weeks ago, Mayor Theken sent her to
represent the City of Gloucester, and that was a great honor. She stated that the Attorney General spoke
about access to treatment, and how the treatment system is broken, and prescription drug monitoring
programs. She stated that Gloucester’s physician’s started a prescription monitoring program years ago,
long before it was discussed at the State level. She stated that they must eliminate bad practices with
respect to providing access to opioids to those who legitimately need pain medication. She gave a shout
out to those in the mental health field, and stated that she was very impressed with the Attorney General’s
speech, in that often there is a mental health issue related to substance abuse, and there is not enough
screening done. She asked the Board of Health and the City Council to support all mental health parity
laws. She stated that on a personal note, having worked and lived in the Somerville community for twelve
years, from 2004-2008, where oxycontin and alcohol overdoses among young men ages mostly 19-25,
she recognized the deaths of any person in these circumstances. She thanked all for their support and
leadership.
Michele Lipinski, Principal of the North Shore Recovery High School of 502 Cabot Street in Beverly stated
that she works very closely with Joan Whitney, the Gloucester Health Department, and the Gloucester
Public Schools to implement many resources. She stated that they trained all the nurses at the
Gloucester High School. She stated that the beautiful thing about Gloucester is that they are willing to
talk about it and she has worked with over thirty high schools. She stated that if they get it early the
chances of recovery are much greater. She introduced one of her staff members, Jay Tressler, who is a
Gloucester native, who has been sober for ten years. She stated that many people can get sober and
stay sober if they have access to care and they have great role models and there are great role models
out there and that is what they do at the school with their students. She thanked Gloucester for
supporting the North Shore Recovery High School and for supporting adolescents.
Council President McGeary commended the Gloucester School Committee and recognized Melissa
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Teixeira of the Gloucester School Committee in the audience.
Maryann Frangoulis, Founder and Executive Director of the Massachusetts Organization of Addiction and
Recovery (MOAR) stated that MOAR is a statewide organization that works with families and friends of
people in recovery and they work to educate people on the value of recovery. She stated that she was
very happy to be invited by Gloucester to attend this meeting because the community of Gloucester is
really about making positive changes in public health to promote the value of prevention, treatment, and
recovery. She stated Gloucester supports the use of Narcan to help reverse overdose deaths. She stated
that without Narcan statewide they would not have 32, 600 people trained across the State to prevent,
recognize, and respond to opiate overdoses. She stated that the Department of Public Health has
documented the reversal of 4,346 potentially fatal overdoses. She stated that we have a prescription
monitoring program and we have a continuum of care, which still needs to get better. She stated that
they need much more and through their voices they hope to promote the “Good Samaritan” law to
increase calls to 911. She stated that they need to ensure they have access to a full continue of care
which does not exist, there have been improvements but they need to have people come in at the right
time by the right provider and this includes recovery coaching. She stated recovery coaches will help with
the initial moments when people are ready to make a choice to get help. She stated that there is a bill
pending before the State House that will allow people twenty eight days of continued stay of treatment.
She stated Chapter 258, was passed last year and will take effect on October 28, 2015 which will allow
individuals to get 14 days of treatment without insurance coverage getting in the way.
Dr. Kiame Mahaniah, Medical Director of the North Shore Community Health Center of 302 Washington
Street stated that the Gloucester Family Health Center is a part of the North Shore Community Health
Center which is based in Salem, Peabody, and Gloucester. He stated that they take care of people with
Medicaid, people without insurance, the homeless and mentally-ill people who cannot become patients
elsewhere. He stated that they specialize in family medicine and provide a whole spectrum of care. He
stated that is virtually impossible for someone on Medicaid or Mass Health to find a doctor who is willing
to prescribe Suboxone to them. He stated that addiction is a disease and there is a medical process in
which to help people. He stated that the best evidence shows that you need mental health counseling,
and psychological help as well as pharmacological help such as Methadone, Suboxone, or Vivatrol. He
stated that there is an incredible amount of support that a recovering addict needs and it is very difficult
because most addicts have burned all of their bridges so by the time they are ready to seek recovery they
tend to have lost all of their friends, family, and possibly lost custody of their children. He stated that since
most start using in their early teens, many do not graduate from high school which makes it difficult to find
a job. He stated that they work with three communities but Gloucester is exceptional in terms of addiction
treatment. He stated that the central facet that allows possible treatment is that the leaders, the police,
the first responders, the pharmacies, the homeless shelters, the organizations have to accept that
recovering addicts are us and not them. He stated that it is very easy to think that addicts are not us but
they are our brothers, our wives, our husbands, our sons, our cousins, and our colleagues. He stated
that this is not a disease that is somehow only affecting other people or only poor people or only people of
color. He stated that people use those labels to hide from the disease that is devastating all of us.
He stated that the Gloucester’s community is exceptionally involved in the prevention and treatment of
opiate abuse and how to help recovering addicts. He stated that recovering addicts need social services;
once they get sober the fight has only just started and they need all of us to keep talking and normalizing
the concept of addiction to encourage people to seek care.
Cindy Donaldson, Vice-President of Addison Gilbert Hospital stated that she is representing Addison
Gilbert Hospital and Lahey Behavioral Health Services. She stated that she is pleased to participate in
this strong community coalition with the Health Department, the school system, and all of the agencies in
Gloucester. She stated that the hospital has a high risk intervention team that works on the inpatient units
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to connect those patients who may be at risk of readmission with additional services that they would not
particularly be connected to which includes behavioral health services. She stated that they sponsor a
school based health center at the Gloucester High School and each student that comes into the center is
screened for behavioral health, substance abuse, and for many other issues. She stated that they offer a
mental health counselor in collaboration with the State that is partially State funded. She stated that the
Lahey Behavioral Services offers Addison Gilbert Hospital a methadone treatment center, which includes
Methadone counseling and the Discover program, which is a unique addictions treatment day-program.
She stated that Lahey Behavioral Health Services is working closely with the Health Police Commission
to develop an emergency department based on a comprehensive response program to patients who have
substance abuse and behavioral health issues and are presenting in the emergency department. She
stated that this program will offer treatment options which are not currently available. She stated that they
echo the theme of lack of access to substance abuse treatment services in the commonwealth and would
encourage everyone’s support for services.
Bev White, of Gloucester stated that she is a Gloucester resident with five children, one of which is an
addict. She stated that the age of fourteen years old her son started drinking alcohol and smoking pot,
and his grades tanked and he was diagnosed with ADD and was prescribed Adderall. She stated that her
son wants people to know that mixing the Adderall with pot with his gateway to poly-substance use and
he did it for four years and became addicted to Oxycontin. She stated that her son began selling his
Adderall so he could buy Oxycontin and she never knew of any of it. She stated that neither her doctor or
his doctor knew how to help him and suggested that she try the emergency room and she never felt so
helpless in her life but after one overdose and many detoxs and many months later her son has been in
recovery for over three and a half years, but it is still one day at a time. She stated that thankfully Learn to
Cope arrived in Gloucester about four years ago. She stated that Learn to Cope is a peer lead family
support group that offers resources and education for those in need. She stated that the meetings feature
guest speakers, which include professionals in the field of addiction or people who have been successful
in recovery and are able to offer families hope. She stated that they also train families in overdose
prevention and in Narcan. She stated that meetings are held every Wednesday from 730-830 p.m. at the
Rose Baker Senior Center. She stated that Learn to Cope has a website at www.Learntocope.org and
they offer online help twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. She stated that there are now 13
Learn to Cope centers in Massachusetts and meetings are non-judgmental and confidential. She would
like to ask the community to support the Learn to Cope program and to spread the word about the
awesome support group.
Ruth George, Nurse Manager at the Addison Gilbert Hospital stated that she has worked in the
emergency department for 44 years. She stated that she has seen many changes through the years and
they have done so many things because of the community, the Healthy Gloucester Collaborative, and the
City of Gloucester. She stated that one of the greatest things that started was when the Healthy
Gloucester Collaborative came to them and they had a group discussion about having a health promotion
advocate in the emergency department. She stated that they received two grants to fund this position,
the first allowed for one eighteen hour position and they now have two eighteen hour positions. The
health promotion advocates do screening and a brief intervention with a referral to treatment of adults
who are in the department for other reasons. She stated that they have another grant so they can now
talk to youths as well. She stated that the prescription drug monitoring program has been wonderful. She
stated that one issue they run into is not having enough beds when they are needed. She asked the
community what else they could do to for opiate abuse problems.
Alex Doyle of Conley’s Pharmacy stated that back in March of 2014 Governor Devall Partrick passed a
state of emergency per the opiate problem in the state and this allowed pharmacies standing orders for
for Narcan, so individuals could walk into a pharmacy to get Narcan kits to assist in overdose reversals.
He stated that Conley’s Drugstore worked and collaborated with Gloucester Family Health Center to
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provide any patients that required it to obtain a Narcan kit.
He stated that Narcan saves lives but it is a temporary reversal measure. He stated that CVS in
Gloucester has open standing orders of Narcan kits. He stated that it is important for people to be
educated about Narcan and the Good Samaritan law. He thanked the community of Gloucester and the
Health Gloucester Collaborative for discussing the issue.
Mary Susan Karidis of CVS stated that they try to educate and inform patients of all their medications all
try to prevent all risk associated with those medications. She stated that the next step in informing your
friends, neighbors, and relatives that having Narcan available will save lives and should be included as
part of a first aid kit.
Senator Bruce Tarr thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He stated that the turnout today
confirms what so many in public service have agreed upon for some time and that is that the issue of
opiates and opiate abuse is something that is important to each and every one of us and that each and
everyone one of us has a role to play in trying to address the problem. He stated that this forum this
morning is so reflective of the strong response that Gloucester has had to this issue on a continuing basis
for some time. He stated that him and Representative Ferrante often hold up Gloucester’s response as
an example for communities throughout the state particularly because they have operations such as the
Healthy Gloucester Collaborative that are integrated with the Fire Department, the Police Department, the
hospital, and the other providers, to say that they will have a multifaceted response because the only
way to address this problem is with a multi-faceted response because it is a multi-conventional problem.
He stated that it is important to remember that they all have a role to play and that even though they have
made great strides they still have a considerable amount of work to do. He stated on Beacon Hill,
because they have heard so many personal stories, they are trying to take action. He stated last year
they passed legislation that would address a number of different fronts of this problem such as the use of
the prescription monitoring program. He stated that approximately 65% of physicians in the
commonwealth are engaged and are actively using the prescription monitoring program, but they need
that number to be 100%. He stated that they are trying to address the issue how the prescription
monitoring programs interacts with other medical record keeping systems.
He stated another issue they are looking at is when an addict acknowledges that they have a problem
and they want to seek treatment they need to capitalize on that time with the availability of treatment and
a bed and if they don’t they have lost an opportunity that rarely comes. He stated that the new legislation
says that providers and insurance providers must cover fourteen days of treatment with a review of that
treatment occurring seven days in. He stated that they have also eased the rules of prior approval. He
stated that they are also trying to increase the ability of someone who voluntarily petitions themselves to
get treatment. He stated that there has been some issues relative to some forms of treatment such as
residential programs or other programs that do not necessarily have a medical provider but need greater
oversight and that is in the bill as well.
He stated with all these additions to the legislation it is still not enough. He stated that the bill passed
because people were brave enough, courageous enough, and patient enough to stand up and tell their
stories. He stated that that is not an easy thing to do and commended those people for doing it. He
stated that they need to think about greater steps to see what else can be done. He stated Governor
Baker has convened a task force to look at this issue to see what else can be done to advance the cause.
He stated that one of the issues the task force is trying to address is the supply of pain killers that at times
are prescribed in excess of what a patient may need. He stated that Blue Cross Blue Shield has
implemented a program to try to reduce that excess and the task force is looking to replicate the success
of that program. He stated that the task force is looking at alternatives to pain killers that are not as
addictive as some of the pain killers that are being used today. He stated that there is another task force
that was created by Senator Stan Rosenberg. He stated that Senator Rosenberg is attempting to call us
together as a legislative body and look at the local bills that have been filed on the subject and define a
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clear path so they can have legislative action in this session. He stated that this is a process that has
gotten attention and positive action because the public has gotten involved, because local officials have
gotten involved, because we as a society have said there is no turning back, this effects all of us and we
have to move forward and make good and positive choices. He stated that the House of Representatives
and the House budget has taken action on the possibility of the bulk purchase of Narcan so it can be
more affordable to departments who are dispensing it. He stated that he is proud to come from the
community of Gloucester who gets together on a Saturday to take a longer look at the issues around
opiate abuse. He stated that action will only happen for one reason because we all get involved. He
thanked everyone for making us proud to be citizens of this proactive community.
Councilor Cox asked if anyone resident could get a Narcan kit and asked if she would be protected under
the Good Samaritan law. Alex Doyle responded that in 2012 a law was passed that says that any person
could administer Narcan to an individual in need and be protected under the law and CVS has a standing
order that allows anyone to go in and purchase a kit and be educated on how to administer the drug. He
stated that the kit has a shelf life of one year and insurance coverage has been spotty but the kits are
approximately $120.
Councilor Ciolino asked if the City of Gloucester pays $120 per kit. Sander Schultz responded that city
has an affiliation agreement with the Addison Gilbert Hospital pharmacy and they pay cost for Narcan
which is about $20-$30. He stated that they also have an agreement when the drug is about to expire
they take it back and it is replaced free of charge. He stated that any person can administer the drug.
Claudia Schweitzer, of the Board of Health stated that she just heard today of the new legislation that will
pay for fourteen days of treatment, but in her experience as a medical health professional it is incredibly
difficult to get people into in-patient treatment and she asked if there was a plan to have more beds
difficult more beds available. Mayann Frangoulis, responded that she would guess that they are fighting
with the budget currently and in the continue of care there is something called clinical support stimulation
service which occur after detox, to get to a rehab stage and to get to a holding stage so there is a
provision in the budget to increase those beds. She stated that once they know the law is going to be
effective she would be very surprised if you didn’t see more places open up because places need
guaranteed payment and if they know they are going to get it they will be there.
Councilor Cox asked if anyone could speak about Massachusetts General Law 123, Section 35 law.
Kathy Day, of Learn to Cope responded that Massachusetts General Law 123, Section 35 law was put
into place to help folks get into treatment if they are endangering their selves or others. She stated that all
substances are included under the law. She stated that it is a lengthy process involved in documentation
and it does not go on someone’s record, it is more of a helping effort.
Melissa Texteria, of 467 Western Avenue stated that in addition to the School Committee she is here to
talk in her capacity as a member to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Trial Court. She stated that in
regards to Massachusetts General Law 123, Section 35 law a person can walk into the Gloucester Court
Magistrate’s office on a Monday, Tuesday or Friday. She stated that a petitioner has to be an immediate
family member, such as a mother, father, sister, brother, or spouse and they can file a petition and that
petition goes before a judge and the petitioner speaks to the judge about the person they are trying to
help and whether they are a danger to themselves, others, or both, then the judge decides whether or not
to issue a warrant of apprehension and if the warrant is issued the Gloucester Police Department will pick
up the person and bring them to the court and if they do not come voluntarily the person can be
handcuffed and put into custody. Once they are in custody, a court clinician speaks to the person and an
attorney is assigned to the person to ensure the person’s rights are not violated. The court will then listen
to all people involved and make a determination as to whether that person should be committed to 90
days or less.
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Tudi Barlett, court clinician stated that the level of risk of the substance abuser must be extremely high
because their rights of freedom are being taken away. She stated that some judges have high standards
and the court clinician gives expert advice as to whether the standard of the statute has been met. She
stated that another limitation is the bed availability; chances are very low that a bed is available. She
stated that the Gloucester Police are able to be petitioners for Section 35 and that is very helpful.
Council President McGeary thanked Councilor Lundberg for being the one who started this collaborative
Councilor Lundberg thanked Chief Campenello for getting the ball rolling and pointing out that the real
solution is treatment.
Councilor Cox thanked everyone for attending, especially the Fire, Ambulance, and Police Departments
and all the professionals. She thanked Melissa Texteria of the School Committee for attending. She
stated as with most things it starts with our children but it is necessary to stop the cycle.
Representative Ferrante thanked all the committees that have come together today including the Mayor
and all the individuals present. She stated that opiate addiction is considered with some of flu’s and
illnesses that you hear about people contracting but opiate addiction has risen to that level, where last
year one thousand people in Massachusetts were lost opiate addiction. She stated that it is something
that is treatable and preventable. She stated that they have to come together as a community. She stated
that we have to be better neighbors, better friends, and we have to be better family members and the
minute we think that something is not right we have to be there for that person. She pledged to work as
closely as she can with the city to make sure they are bringing the prevention and the best treatment
available to the community.
Council President McGeary thanked everyone who participated today. He stated that each year in late
summer there is a gathering on Stacy Boulevard for people whose lives or loved ones have been touched
by substance abuse. He stated that along the sidewalks and curbs candles are lit, the candles are placed
in paper bags to shield it from the wind and on each bag there is a name. For the last several summers
on bag has simply said “Danny”. Danny was a bright boy, precocious and inclined to make his teachers a
little crazy, but he was very talented. His drawings to this day draw admiration from established artists.
Danny took his first drink when he was 12; by 14 he was using marijuana regularly. By the time he got out
of high school, his life had begun a downward spiral. He still drew, and the drawings could be touching or
disturbing. But he drew less frequently. The need to feed the need within became much more powerful.
Danny wasn’t a bad kid, but he did bad things. The need was too strong. Those of us who are lucky
enough to be able to resist the temptations, should take no pride in that. We are just that — lucky. This
isn’t a moral failing. There is in the brains of those who become addicts a powerful chemical reaction that
we do not share. The writer John Cheever, who battled alcohol all his life, once said that when he took a
drink it was like he was walking in a field of stars. We who do not suffer from the disease of addiction are
lucky that we do not find ourselves in that field of stars.
Danny wasn’t so lucky. In his journals he wrote of that first drink he took when he was 12, he recalled
every tiny detail. The experience was too much, too overwhelming to resist. Even when he recognized the
damage he was doing to his himself and those he loved, he became angry with himself could not stop. He
became angry at himself and the anger became hopelessness. The hopelessness made the need only
more intense.
One day in 1984 Danny’s family got a call. He had been found dead in a dirty apartment in the city where
he lived. He had been dead for several days. The neighbors had noticed the smell and called the police.
Danny’s “friends” in the addict community had moved on to score somewhere else. No one had noticed
he was missing. I know all this because Danny was my brother. Though he died many years ago, we, his
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sister and brothers, miss him still. So for Danny and all the “Dannys” out there, I want to thank all of those
who came on today for this moment of hope, for all of us.

MOTION by Ms. Schweitzer to adjourn.
Seconded by Mr. Cowan. CARRIED.
MEETING ADJOURNED – 11:27 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________
Bobbi Orlando
Accepted by:
_________________________________
Paul McGeary, Council President
_________________________________
Richard Sagall, Board of Health Chairperson
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Ordinances & Administration Committee
Monday, June 1, 2015 – 6:00 p.m.
1st Fl. Council Committee Room – City Hall
-MinutesPresent: Acting Chair, Councilor Joseph Ciolino; Alternate, Councilor Greg Verga; Alternate, Steven
LeBlanc
Absent: Chair, Councilor Robert Whynott; Vice Chair, Councilor Bob Stewart
Also Present: Councilor William Fonvielle; Councilor Melissa Cox; Chip Payson; Jim Destino;
Linda Lowe
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. There was a quorum of the City Council.
1.

Appointments:
Clean City Commission

TTE 02/14/18

Donna Ardizzoni (Cont’d from 05/18)

Responding to direct questioning by the Committee, Ms. Ardizzoni said that she goes out every Saturday with
Patti Amaral and others to do cleanups in the city. She is passionate about cleaning up litter and has been doing it
one hour at a time for seven years. Ms. Lowe reminded Ms. Ardizzoni that meetings need to be posted.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor Verga, the Ordinances &
Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint Donna
Ardizzoni to the Clean City Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
Gloucester Housing Authority

TTE 02/14/20

Scott B. Duffany

Mr. Duffany reviewed his reasons for stepping forward to volunteer to work with the Gloucester Housing
Authority board, noting that Gus Foote recommended him for the position several months ago. Councilor Ciolino
stated that Mr. Duffany would also be the union representative.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Verga, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Ordinances &
Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint Scott B.
Duffany to the Gloucester Housing Authority, TTE 02/14/20.
Historic District Commission

TTE 02/14/18

Jessica Mulcahy (Cont’d from 05/18)

Ms. Mulcahy said that she and her husband bought a house in the historic district a couple of years ago that was
slated for demolition. In the process of restoring it, she spent a lot of time with the Archives Department learning
about the house and the neighborhood. She believes that serving on the Historic District Commission would be a
nice opportunity to serve the city. Councilor Ciolino suggested that the commission be specific on what it is
looking for in order to streamline the process and so that people can be prepared.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor Verga, the Ordinances &
Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint Jessica
Mulcahy to the Historic District Commission, TTE 02/14/18.
Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee

TTE 02/14/18

Frederick J. Geisel (rep. for neighborhood abutting
park)

Mr. Geisel was not present at the meeting.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Verga, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Ordinances &
Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council appoint
Frederick J. Geisel to the Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee as the representative for neighborhood
abutting Stage Fort Park, TTE 02/14/18.
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Ms. Lowe will contact Mr. Geisel to inform him that the committee approved his recommendation and that he
needs to appear before the City Council on June 9, 2015.

2. Memorandum from General Counsel & pertinent material re: proposed Ordinance for the creation of
the Stage Fort Dog Park Commission (Cont’d from 05/04/15)
This matter was continued to July 6, 2015.
3.

Memorandum from General Counsel & the Inter-Municipal Agreement with the Towns of Rockport and
Manchester-by-the-Sea re: District Veterans’ Services Office

Mr. Destino stated that the city has entered into an Inter-Municipal Agreement with Rockport and Manchester
to provide veterans’ services in Gloucester for those two towns. He explained that the towns are each paying
$14,500 to the city, $10,000 of which will be paid to Adam Curcuru and Lucia Amero as stipends. Mr. Destino
noted that most of the veterans in Rockport and Manchester are using Gloucester’s services anyway because there
are no full-time services in those towns. He indicated that Mr. Curcuru will go to Rockport and Manchester once in
a while to provide services to veterans who cannot come to Gloucester.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor Verga, the Ordinances &
Administration Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council pursuant to
MGL c. 40, §4A to approve the Inter-Municipal Agreement between the City of Gloucester and the Towns of
Rockport and Manchester-by-the-Sea for a District Veterans’ Services Office and authorize the Mayor to
execute the Agreement and require that the Council Certificate of Vote for said approval be attached to the
Inter-Municipal Agreement.
This matter will come to the Council through Committee Report.
4.

CC2015-006 (Fonvielle) Request O&A & Traffic Commission review existing parking restrictions in GCO
Sections 22-270 & 22-291 for Kondelin Road from its intersection with Magnolia Avenue for its entire length and
to review existing signage for consistency with GCO c. 22 (Cont’d from 05/18/15)
This matter was continued to July 20, 2015.

5.

CC2015-018 (Cox) Amend GCO c. 21 “Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places” be amended by
ADDING a new section entitled, “Sec. 21-13. Obstructions”

Councilor Cox explained to the Committee that the amendment eliminates outdated language in the current
ordinance and adds a removal fine and the requirement for a license application and license fees. It was the
consensus of the committee not to support the requirement of a license or license fees so long as businesses are
complying with ADA rules. Councilor Verga pointed out that the city is trying to encourage business downtown
and this could be seen as a money grab. General Counsel, Chip Payson explained the new language in the
amendment and stated that right now there is no vehicle to allow for outdoor seating or putting a sign in front of a
store on Rogers Street. Councilor Cox said that as it stands now, everybody is in violation of the ordinance if there
is anything more than a sandwich board on the sidewalk. Councilor LeBlanc suggested including some examples
of what is allowable on the sidewalk. Mr. Destino suggested making the building inspector the enforcement agent.
This matter was continued to June 15, 2015.
A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Maria Puglisi
Substitute Recorder
DOCUMENTS/ITEMS SUBMITTED AT MEETING: None.
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