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GLOUCESTER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 – 6:00 p.m.
REMOTE MEETING
-MinutesPresent: Council President, Councilor Val Gilman; Council Vice President, Councilor Sean Nolan;
Councilor Tony Gross; Councilor Jason Grow; Councilor Frank Margiotta; Councilor Scott Memhard;
Councilor Jamie O’Hara; Councilor Tracy O’Neil; Councilor Jeff Worthley
Also Present: Mayor Greg Verga; City Clerk, Joanne Senos; Auditor, Kenny Costa; Public Health
Director, Max Schenk; Interim Community Development Director, Gregg Cademartori
Applicants: Matt Lundberg of the Community Preservation Committee and Allison Lex of Action Inc.
for PH2022-004; Attorney Meredith Fine for PH2022-005; Police Lieutenant Jeremiah Nicastro for
PH2022-006
This meeting was conducted remotely through Zoom
All votes were ROLL CALL votes
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.
Councilor Gilman announced in the interest of government transparency with regards to deliberations and
decisions made by the City Council and according to open meeting law, since this meeting was posted as a Zoom
meeting, this meeting is recorded by video and audio and will be conducted by remote participation. Additionally,
all votes taken by the City Council during this and future remote meetings will be by roll call vote. If you are
calling in on a phone, you can press Star 9 (*9) to request to speak. If you are watching on a computer or device,
there is a “raised hand” button that you can tap or press to request to speak. Please use either of these options
during oral communications and the public hearing to be recognized to speak.
Councilor Gilman introduced the City Council members and City staff in attendance.
Councilor Gilman announced that Public Hearing, PH2021-032: RZ2021-003: In accordance with GZO Sec.
1.11.2(a), amend GZO Secs. 2.3.1 “Residential Uses”; 3.2 “Dimensional Table”; 3.2.2 “Dimensional
Requirements for Multi-family Dwellings and Their Accessory Uses (other than signs)”; and 3.1.6(b) “Building
Heights in Excess of 35 Feet”, was continued until March 8, 2022, as the Planning & Development Committee
has not yet voted on the matter.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:
Patti Amaral, 14 Myrtle Square
Expressed concern about the condition of Burnham’s Field playground and stated the area was unsafe. Stated she
previously spoke on this issue at a City Council meeting in December of 2021 and had sent emails and used the
See-Click-Fix option as well. Asked who was responsible for the condition of the City’s open spaces and
playgrounds. Also stated minutes from meetings were not being updated on the website [did not specify which
meetings/boards/committees/commissions].
Denise Pascucci, 20 Birch Grove Heights
Expressed concern about the condition about the City’s playgrounds, specifically the playground at Stage Fort
Park. Asked if consideration could be given to bringing back a Parks and Recreation Department. Asked if CPC
money could be used towards the City’s playgrounds and parks.
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Mary Ann Albert Boucher, 93 Mt. Pleasant Avenue
Expressed concern regarding the condition and safety of the City’s parks and playgrounds. Also stated the City
needed a Parks and Recreation Department.
Hilary Frye, 27 Beacon Street
Asked if the Planning & Development Committee was developing a cost-benefit analysis regarding zoning.
Linda McCarriston, 16 Quarry Street
Spoke about the Purposes Clause in regard to zoning which, she stated, protected the residents of the City in
regards to density. Stated she had asked previously what the Planning Board and City Council plan to do with
the purposes (air, light, view, lack of congestion, health, safety, space), which must be thrown away, if the
proposed amendments were accepted.
Lisa Rigsby, 3 Taylor Court
Expressed support for the Zoom meeting format going forward as mask mandates and restrictions are being lifted.
Stated the Zoom format for meetings encouraged public participation. Also asked the City Council to be mindful
that the time given (three minutes) for public participation be used for public comment and not include councilor
response.
Joshua Fishburn, 17 Beacon Street
Wished to speak on the zoning amendments and TOD. Councilor Gilman informed Mr. Fishburn that questions
regarding the zoning amendments would be taken up at the March 2, 2022, P&D meeting. Councilor O’Hara
called a Point of Order at 6:20 p.m. and stated that these matters were on the agenda as “to be continued” so
Mr. Fishburn’s comments would not have any influence this evening. Councilor Grow stated he disagreed
with Councilor O’Hara that commentary regarding the zoning amendments should be allowed as that matter
was on the agenda as a Public Hearing.
He agreed with Councilor O’Hara that commentary regarding the TOD was not part of the public hearing and
was not part of the proposed amendments so commentary should be allowed on that matter. Councilor Gilman
reminded Councilor Grow that the upcoming informational meeting regarding the TOD was in fact on the
agenda. Councilor Grow rescinded his previous comment regarding the TOD.
Councilor Gilman informed Councilor O’Hara that if he wished to appeal her ruling regarding the Rules of
Procedure he was welcome to offer a motion to do so. Councilor O’Hara offered a motion, seconded by
Councilor O’Neil, to appeal the ruling of the Council President, Councilor Gilman, to suspend the Rules of
Procedure and allow residents to speak on the zoning matters as there was not a vote on that matter this evening.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor O’Hara reiterated that the City Council would not be voting on any zoning
matters this evening. He stated that Mr. Fishburn should be allowed his freedom of speech for the allotted three
minutes. Councilor Grow stated under the Rules of Procedure matters on the agenda were not allowed to be
topics for Oral Communications. He explained that the rule served the purpose of keeping public commentary
on a matter to public hearings and that the rule needed to be consistent no matter the topic. Councilor O’Neil
stated that Mr. Fishburn should be allowed to continue as this was a public hearing. Councilor Gross stated
the purpose of a public hearing was to allow every resident to have a fair and equal opportunity at participation.
He added that if the City Council did not honor the Rules of Procedure then in reality nothing was being honored.
He stated that public comment would have more weight when opinions were voiced at the Public Hearing.
Councilor Nolan explained that Oral Communications were messages from the constituency to the
Administration for Administration response. He further added that any matters advertised for Public Hearing that
were spoken of during Oral Communications was an unfair injustice to residents that were waiting for the Public
Hearing to have their say. He stated he would not support the motion. Councilor Margiotta told Mr. Fishburn
that he could reach out to him directly to continue the conversation if the motion did not pass and he was not
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allowed to continue. Councilor Worthley stated there was a process in place and stated if one group was allowed
to speak on a matter during Oral Communications it might give an unfair advantage and would be a liability to
the City Council. He stated he would not be supporting the motion.
Councilor Gilman explained that an affirmative vote would be in favor of Councilor O’Hara’s motion and that
a negative vote would be in favor of the Rules of Procedure and that a majority was needed to appeal her ruling.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor O’Neil, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 2 in favor (O’Hara, O’Neil), 7 opposed, to appeal the Council President’s ruling to not
suspend the Rules of Procedures to allow residents to speak for three minutes on matters that are on
agenda.
Mr. Fishburn thanked the City Council and stated that he respected the process. He asked that at some point the
City Council consider envisioning a City that would overcome the clear economic divides that challenge the City
between the differences of housing density in Ward 3 versus East Gloucester.
Craig Hamilton, 46 Grove Street
Stated the intersection at Grove Street/Washington Street/Centennial Avenue lacked appropriate signage as cars
were parking on top of the crosswalk. He stated the intersection was very busy and that it was a safety issue.
PRESENTATIONS/COMMENDATIONS: None.
CONFIRMATION OF NEW APPOINTMENTS:
Affordable Housing Trust

Deanna Fay

TTE 02/14/24

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Deanna Fay to the Affordable Housing Trust, TTE 02/14/24.
Summary of Discussion: Ms. Fay stated that she was honored and very appreciative for being given the
opportunity to join the Affordable Housing Trust. She stated that she had previously worked in real estate and
then spent ten years working with a nonprofit affordable housing organization and that she had been advocating
for affordable housing for a long time.
Mayor Verga stated that the Administration was committed to getting the Affordable Housing Trust
reconstituted. The Members of the City Council thanked Ms. Fay for her willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Deanna Fay to the Affordable Housing Trust, TTE 02/14/24.
Affordable Housing Trust

Heather Dagle

TTE 02/14/24

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Heather Dagle to the Affordable Housing Trust, TTE 02/14/24.
Summary of Discussion: Ms. Dagle stated that it was important to maintain the City’s diversity.
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Heather Dagle to the Affordable Housing Trust, TTE
02/14/24.
Community Preservation Committee

Mark Poulin (Open Space & Recreation Cmt Rep) TTE 02/14/25

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Mark Poulin (Open Space & Recreation Cmt. Rep) to the Community Preservation
Committee, TTE 02/14/25.
Summary of Discussion: Mr. Poulin stated that he had served on the Open Space Committee and jumped at
the chance to be the representative to the Community Preservation Committee.
Mayor Verga thanked Mr. Poulin for his willingness to serve on both committees. The Members of the City
Council thanked Mr. Poulin for his willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Mark Poulin (Open Space & Recreation Cmt. Rep) to the
Community Preservation Committee, TTE 02/14/25.
Fisheries Commission

Sam Parisi

TTE 02/14/25

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Sam Parisi to the Fisheries Commission, TTE 02/14/25.
Summary of Discussion: Mr. Parisi stated that he had been a fishermen his whole life and wanted to be
proactive in fixing some of the issues with the fishing industry.
Mayor Verga and the Members of the City Council thanked Mr. Parisi for his willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Sam Parisi to the Fisheries Commission, TTE 02/14/25.
Shellfish Advisory Commission

Anthony Murawski

TTE 02/14/25

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Margiotta,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Anthony Murawski to the Shellfish Advisory Commission, TTE 02/14/25.
Summary of Discussion: Mr. Murawski stated that he had been a resident of the City for ten years and a
commercial clammer for over twenty years and stated that he had previously served on the Ipswich Shellfish
Advisory Board.
Mayor Verga stated he appreciated Mr. Murawski’s willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Anthony Murawski to the Shellfish Advisory Commission,
TTE 02/14/25.
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Peter Feinstein to the Waterways Board, TTE 02/14/25.
Summary of Discussion: Mr. Feinstein stated that he has been active in the waterways of Cape Ann for many
years while serving on many committees and stated he was also a Trustee of the Sawyer Free Library.
The Members of the City Council thanked Mr. Feinstein for his willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Peter Feinstein to the Waterways Board, TTE 02/14/25.
Waterways Board

John Harvey (fulfilling unexpired term)

TTE 02/14/23

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint John Harvey (fulfilling unexpired term) to the Waterways Board, TTE 02/14/23.
Summary of Discussion: Mr. Harvey stated that he had been a commercial fisherman for twelve years and for
the last twenty years has been in marine construction. He stated he was the manager for the recent dredging of
the Annisquam River.
Councilor Nolan stated that he was excited to have Mr. Harvey serve on this board due to his extensive
background in marine construction. Councilor Gilman congratulated Councilor Gross (as a former member of
the Waterways Board) and Mr. Harvey for their work on the dredging of the Annisquam River.
Mayor Verga explained that Mr. Harvey was fulfilling the unexpired term of Mr. Russell Sherman and thanked
Mr. Sherman for his years of dedicated service. The Members of the City Council thanked Mr. Harvey for his
willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint John Harvey (fulfilling unexpired term) to the Waterways
Board, TTE 02/14/23.
Zoning Board

Rob Russell (alternate member)

TTE 02/14/24

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Margiotta,
the Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council appoint Rob Russell (alternate member) to the Zoning Board of Appeals, TTE 02/14/24.
Summary of Discussion: Mr. Russell was not in attendance; he was known to the City Council so his
appointment was moved forward.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appoint Rob Russell (alternate member) to the Zoning Board of
Appeals, TTE 02/14/24.
CONSENT AGENDA:

● CONFIRMATION OF REAPPOINTMENTS
1. Archives Committee

Susan Roberts-Wright

TTE 2/15/25
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Councilor Nolan stated, by way of background, the Mayor’s office had communicated that the Mr. Fonvielle had
decided to withdraw his appointment from the Stage Fort Park Advisory Committee. Councilor Gilman stated
that the Consent Agenda would be amended to not include Mr. Fonvielle.
Councilor Gilman stated that the Fact Sheet regarding the Multi-family Zoning requirements for MBTA
Communities under the Addendum to the Mayor’s Report could be found on page 72 of tonight’s packet and
would also be available on the City’s website. She stated there would be an informational joint remote meeting
via Zoom between the Planning Board and City Council on March 9, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. regarding this matter.
Councilor Gilman placed this matter back on the consent agenda.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Grow, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept the Consent Agenda as amended.
Councilor Gilman suspended the Rules of Procedure without objection to allow Councilor O’Neil to ask a
question. Councilor O’Neil asked if the public would be allowed to speak at the March 9, 2022, joint meeting
between the Planning Board and City Council. Councilor Gilman explained that the joint meeting would not be
a public hearing and that the document on page 72 explained the process. She suggested that if any member of
the public had a question that they wanted an answer to at the joint meeting to send them to any of the city
councilors who would ask the question on their behalf.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
• Budget & Finance – February 17, 2022
1. Memorandum from Public Health Director requesting approval to accept a 2022 Community Health
Inclusion Index Mini Grant in the amount of $10,000
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
accept under MGL c. 44, §53A, a 2022 Community Health Inclusion Index (CHII) Mini Grant, a state grant from
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH), Office of Local and Regional Health (OLRH), Mass in
Motion Municipal Wellness and Leadership Program (MiM), and Office of Health Equity (OHE), in the amount
of $10,000 to support and build upon the Mass in Motion work to identify needs for those with mobility limitations
using the CHII tool. The grant period is from January 1, 2022 through June 30, 2022, and there is no local match
required.
Summary of Discussion: The Public Health Director, Max Schenk stated that the funds received from this
grant would be utilized to fund a study that will assess the needs and inequities of transportation in policies and
systems to bring forward changes that need to take place within the community for people with mobility issues.
He stated Jennifer Donnelly was the Mass in Motion coordinator.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Gross, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept under MGL c. 44, §53A, a 2022 Community Health Inclusion
Index (CHII) Mini Grant, a state grant from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH),
Office of Local and Regional Health (OLRH), Mass in Motion Municipal Wellness and Leadership
Program (MiM), and Office of Health Equity (OHE), in the amount of $10,000 to support and build upon
the Mass in Motion work to identify needs for those with mobility limitations using the CHII tool. The
grant period is from January 1, 2022 through June 30, 2022, and there is no local match required.
2. Memorandum from Veterans Services Director requesting acceptance of donations in the amount of $2,250
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Gross, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
accept cash donations, under MGL c. 44, §53A, to support Cape Ann Veterans Services in the amount of $2,250
from the following members within our community:
Kathleen Rutkauskas
$ 50.00
Linda & Ed Comeau
$ 100.00
Virginia Markell
$ 100.00
Steven Budrow
$ 500.00
Gloucester Lodge of Elks
$ 500.00
Beauport Financial Services (Rosa Provost)
$1,000.00
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Total: $2,250.00.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Memhard wished to recognize the Veterans Services Director for his
continued work in raising funds to support the mission of the Veterans Services Department.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept cash donations, under MGL c. 44, §53A, to support Cape
Ann Veterans Services in the amount of $2,250 from the following members within our community:
Kathleen Rutkauskas
$ 50.00
Linda & Ed Comeau
$ 100.00
Virginia Markell
$ 100.00
Steven Budrow
$ 500.00
Gloucester Lodge of Elks
$ 500.00
Beauport Financial Services (Rosa Provost) $1,000.00
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Total: $2,250.00.
3.

Memorandum from Interim Community Development Director requesting acceptance of FY22 Mass
Cultural Council Grants for Gloucester Downtown “Harbortown” Cultural District & Rocky Neck
Cultural District in the amount of $7,500 per district

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City
Council accept a state grant under MGL c. 44, §53A, from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for a FY22 Cultural
District Initiative Grant in the amount of $7,500 for the purpose of supporting the Rocky Neck Cultural District
and financial assistance to support personnel, marketing, artist stipends and free public transportation for summer
Thursday evening cultural experiences located in the Rocky Neck Cultural District and Downtown Harbortown
Cultural District. The grant period of the grant is from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 and there is no local
match for this grant.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Memhard stated that this matter was for two grants for $7,500 each for
each of the City’s cultural districts. The Interim Community Development Director, Gregg Cademartori
stated that these funds would be utilized to expand the Culture Splash program which ran over several Thursday
evenings last summer.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept a state grant under MGL c. 44, §53A, from the
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Massachusetts Cultural Council for a FY22 Cultural District Initiative Grant in the amount of $7,500 for
the purpose of supporting the Rocky Neck Cultural District and financial assistance to support personnel,
marketing, artist stipends and free public transportation for summer Thursday evening cultural
experiences located in the Rocky Neck Cultural District and Downtown Harbortown Cultural District. The
grant period of the grant is from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 and there is no local match for this
grant.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Gross, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
accept a state grant under MGL c. 44, §53A, from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for a FY22 Cultural District
Initiative Grant in the amount of $7,500 for the purpose of supporting the Gloucester’s Downtown Harbortown
Cultural District and financial assistance to partner with the Rocky Neck Cultural District to plan and market
Thursday evening cultural experiences this summer highlighting the numerous cultural assets in the Downtown
Harbortown Cultural District and the Rocky Neck Cultural District. The grant period of the grant is from July 1,
2021 through June 30, 2022 and there is no local match for this grant.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Memhard stated that the City was unique in that it had two distinct cultural
districts.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept a state grant under MGL c. 44, §53A, from the
Massachusetts Cultural Council for a FY22 Cultural District Initiative Grant in the amount of $7,500 for
the purpose of supporting the Gloucester’s Downtown Harbortown Cultural District and financial
assistance to partner with the Rocky Neck Cultural District to plan and market Thursday evening cultural
experiences this summer highlighting the numerous cultural assets in the Downtown Harbortown Cultural
District and the Rocky Neck Cultural District. The grant period of the grant is from July 1, 2021 through
June 30, 2022 and there is no local match for this grant.
4. Memorandum from CFO & Supplemental Appropriation-Budgetary Request (#2022-SA-12) in the amount
of $120,000
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City
Council approve Supplemental Appropriation 2022-SA-12 in the amount of $120,000 (One Hundred Twenty
Thousand Dollars) from the Capital Projects Stabilization Fund - Fund Balance, Account #7600-359000 to the
Capital Projects Stabilization Fund – DPW, Professional & Technical Services, Account #760032-530000 to fund
the cost of an engineering investigation at Good Harbor Creek.
Summary of Discussion: The Public Health Director thanked Sanitary Inspector, Rachael Belisle-Toler,
who had been leading the charge on this matter. The Public Health Director stated that last summer the Good
Harbor Creek was shut down for many weeks as water testing showed astronomical bacterial rates. He stated
Ms. Belisle-Toler, in collaboration with the DPW, performed a preliminary investigation, along with a lot of
water sampling to try to determine the source of the contamination.
The Sanitary Inspector, Rachael Belisle-Toler stated the City has identified a partnership with the engineering
firm, Woodard & Curran, to help identify the source of the pollution and to identify remediation solutions.
Questions from Councilors:
Q1. (Grow): Asked if the $120,000 was specifically to identify the source of the problem. Asked how
remediation would be handled. Asked if property owners would need to be involved if the source of the issue
was determined to be the result of sewerage or septic leakage. Asked what the next steps would be in the process.
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A1. (Belisle-Toler): Stated most of the septic systems in East Gloucester were a far distance from the sampling
point so while it was a possibility, it would be something that would be able to be ruled out fairly quickly. Further
stated that it was difficult to estimate the cost of any infrastructure issues if that was determined to be the source.
She further stated that a portion of the $120,000 would be used to prepare bids and proposals for any construction
that may need to happen. She also mentioned that it was a possibility that the source could be determined fairly
quickly and that the full funding may not be needed.
Q2. (Gilman): Asked how the public could stay abreast of the progress being made in this matter.
A2. (Belisle-Toler): Stated she provided monthly updates at the Board of Health meetings about the status of the
Good Harbor Creek investigation. She also stated that in addition to that she had been working with Councilor
Memhard to set up a public forum once the project started to move forward. She stated that she would be happy
to answer any questions via phone as well.
Q3. (Grow): Asked if a full briefing could be provided to the City Council once the problem had been identified
and to explain what remediation efforts would be employed.
A3. (Belisle-Toler/Schenk): Stated she could provide a briefing at that point.
A3. (Memhard): Added that Ms. Belisle-Toler and her team had provided a two-page summary review to the
Board of Health regarding the matter.
Councilor Grow stated that this matter was a good example of why the City maintained stabilization accounts.
Councilor Worthley thanked Ms. Belisle-Toler and the Public Health Director for their work on this matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to approve Supplemental Appropriation 2022-SA-12 in the amount
of $120,000 (One Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars) from the Capital Projects Stabilization Fund - Fund
Balance, Account #7600-359000 to the Capital Projects Stabilization Fund – DPW, Professional &
Technical Services, Account #760032-530000 to fund the cost of an engineering investigation at Good
Harbor Creek.
5. Memorandum from Interim Community Development Director requesting acceptance of a National
Grid/MassSave sponsored Community First Partnership Grant in the amount of $40,000
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley,
the Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City
Council accept, under MGL c. 44, §53A, a private grant from National Grid/MassSave sponsored Community
First Partnership Grant in the amount of $40,000 for the purpose of supporting education and outreach
surrounding energy efficiency.
Summary of Discussion: The Interim Community Development Director stated that in 2017/2018 the City
participated in a similar program sponsored by National Grid called the Community Initiative which encouraged
residents to look at the MassSave program. He explained that the program provided a free audit for homes and
small businesses to look at energy efficiency and identify any incentive programs that could result in long-term
savings. He stated that the program has been revamped with the funding now going towards education and
outreach for the MassSave program and would allow the hiring of a part-time position for three years. He stated
the amount of funding may be increased if certain milestones were met each year. He stated that the timing of
this program was perfect as the City was in the midst of the CARP planning process (Climate Action and
Resilience Plan) and added that the program would roll out in the late spring and continue through the summer
months.
Councilor Grow stated that he personally had taken advantage of the MassSave program and encouraged all the
City’s residents to find out more information regarding the program. Councilor Gilman suggested that each
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councilor share the information provided by the Administration’s Facebook page regarding programs on their
respective ward pages.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept, under MGL c. 44, §53A, a private grant from National
Grid/MassSave sponsored Community First Partnership Grant in the amount of $40,000 for the purpose
of supporting education and outreach surrounding energy efficiency.
• Ordinances & Administration – February 14, 2022 (no items under this heading)
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Nolan explained that there were no items for the Council’s consideration.
• Planning & Development – February 16, 2022
1. Memorandum from Sawyer Free Library Director re: Construction Manager at Risk procurement delivery
method for the library’s renovation and expansion project
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Grow, seconded by Councilor Gilman, the
Planning and Development Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City
Council approve a Construction Manager at Risk (CMR) approach under MGL c. 149A as a public construction
alternative to the Design-Bid-Build method under MGL c. 149 for the 2025 Sawyer Free Library renovation and
addition project.
Summary of Discussion: The Director of the Sawyer Free Library, Jenny Benedict, stated that the
Construction Manager at Risk (CMR) was an alternative delivery method to Design-Bid-Build under MGL c.149
and 149A for public building construction projects estimated to cost $5 million or more. She stated the use of a
CMR for public construction projects was regulated by the Office of the Inspector General and required the
approval of the Library Capital Projects Committee which, she stated, happened in January. She stated for
consideration this evening was the endorsement of the CMR by City Council and, if so approved, an application
would be submitted to the Office of the Inspector General and the City would receive a notice to proceed in
approximately sixty days.
Ms. Benedict explained some of the benefits of a CMR:
• The CMR joins the project team in the design phase and provides advice on constructability, phasing and
sequencing, cost estimating and current market conditions.
• The CMR is hired on the basis of multiple factors including reputation and record in controlling costs,
meeting deadlines and satisfying owners.
• Early work packages are possible.
• The delivery method uses open book accounting practices with unspent project contingencies returning
to the owner.
Ms. Benedict stated that the Library was also aware, in terms of local practice, that the CMR had been utilized
successfully on multiple public building projects within the City including the West Parish School.
Councilor Grow added that Ms. Benedict and Mr. Paddock had provided a thorough presentation at the
previous P&D meeting which was available via Zoom and in the P&D minutes. He stated that he was also looking
forward to seeing the designs. Councilor Nolan thanked Ms. Benedict and Mr. Paddock for their work on this
matter. Councilor Memhard agreed with the sentiments of both Councilor Grow and Councilor Nolan.
Councilor Gilman stated she would be supporting this matter.
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Grow, seconded by Councilor Gilman, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to approve a Construction Manager at Risk (CMR) approach under
MGL c. 149A as a public construction alternative to the Design-Bid-Build method under MGL c. 149 for
the 2025 Sawyer Free Library renovation and addition project.
Councilor Grow stated at the February 16, 2022, P&D meeting, the Committee also approved a road closure
for the Magnolia Community Farmers Market, which did not need to come before the full City Council.
Councilor Grow also explained that at the next P&D meeting on March 2, 2022, the questions regarding the
proposed zoning amendments that have been gathered and condensed, that came out of all the ward meetings,
would be answered via a presentation by the Interim Community Development Director, Gregg
Cademartori. He explained at that point the P&D Committee will begin the process of discussing the
individual motions. He reminded all councilors to have any further questions submitted to him by Wednesday,
February 23, 2022.
Councilor Gilman stated that the Assistant City Clerk, Grace Poirier, added the meeting summaries of each
ward meeting regarding the proposed zoning amendments under the City Council page on the City’s website
under Zoning Amendments Information. She explained that the presentation slides from the ward meetings were
also available. Councilor Grow added that there was a one-page concise summary on page 11 of the ward
meeting presentations regarding the proposed zoning amendments.
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1. PH2021-032: RZ2021-003: In accordance with GZO Sec. 1.11.2(a), amend GZO Secs. 2.3.1 “Residential
Uses”; 3.2 “Dimensional Table”; 3.2.2 “Dimensional Requirements for Multi-family Dwellings and Their
Accessory Uses (other than signs)”; and 3.1.6(b) “Building Heights in Excess of 35 Feet” (Cont. from 1/25/22)
The Public Hearing was opened at 7:49 p.m. and continued until the March 8, 2022, City Council meeting.
2. PH2022-004: CPC off-cycle recommendation to appropriate up to $200,000 for the purpose of allocating
funds under the Community Housing category to Action Inc. Tenant Based Rental/Mortgage Assistance
Program
The Public Hearing was opened at 7:50 p.m.
Those speaking in favor: Matt Lundberg of the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) stated that most
of the requests and recommendations of the CPC were done on an annual calendar, but that there was a provision
in the ordinance to allow for off-cycle recommendations. He stated that this off-cycle recommendation was to
support Action Inc.’s Rental/Mortgage Assistance Program. The Director of Operations and Planning at
Action Inc, Allison Lex, stated the Rental/Mortgage Assistance Program had been operating in Cape Ann for
over fifteen years. She explained that the program provided short-term rental and mortgage assistance for up to
a maximum period of twelve months to low income individuals and families that have had a temporary financial
hardship. She stated that they had initially come before the City for this issue back in 2020 when there was an
influx of clients as a result of COVID and had been provided two grants that had served over fifty households.
She stated that at this point the original funds had been depleted so they were now seeking another round of
funding.
Ms. Lex stated that the majority of the households that had received assistance over the past two years had been
below 30% area median income, which equated to approximately an income of $40,000 a year or less for a family
of four. She explained the structure of the program stating that any funds that an individual or family received
would be sent directly to the landlord or to the mortgage company. She also explained that if more than three
months of assistance was needed then the individual/family would meet with a member of Action’s staff where
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they would be given referrals to other available services, budgeting assistance and assistance to make sure that
they were on the right track to be self-sufficient by the end of the assistance period.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: The City Clerk, Joanne Senos, stated that there were no written communications.
Questions from Councilors:
Q1. (Gilman): Asked Ms. Lex if she believed that there were additional requests due to COVID.
A1. (Lex): Stated that they have seen a huge increase in requests for mortgage and rental assistance as a result
of COVID. She stated that over the course of the past two years the number of requests had increased ten-fold.
She also stated that it did not seem to be slowing down at this point.
The Public Hearing closed at 7:57 p.m.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Gross, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
appropriate up to $200,000 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars) from the Community Preservation Act Funds as
recommended by the Community Preservation Committee, to provide off-cycle funding for the purpose of the
Action, Inc. Tenant Based Rental/Mortgage Assistance Program. The appropriation will be allocated to the
Community Housing category and be funded up to $200,000 from the Unrestricted Reserves in #4500. The project
will be tracked in the Community Preservation Fund – Community Housing Projects Fund #4904.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Grow thanked the CPC and Action for their work on this matter. He
stated COVID had highlighted the fact that the City was diverse with both wealthy and impoverished families
with approximately 50% of the City’s residents being housing-cost burdened. Councilor Nolan agreed with
Councilor Grow’s sentiments. He stated a possible increase in this type funding should be considered.
Councilor Worthley added that Action was the safety net oftentimes for many residents and did so without any
fanfare. He thanked Action and the CPC for their work on this matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to appropriate up to $200,000 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars)
from the Community Preservation Act Funds as recommended by the Community Preservation
Committee, to provide off-cycle funding for the purpose of the Action, Inc. Tenant Based Rental/Mortgage
Assistance Program. The appropriation will be allocated to the Community Housing category and be
funded up to $200,000 from the Unrestricted Reserves in #4500. The project will be tracked in the
Community Preservation Fund – Community Housing Projects Fund #4904.
3. SCP2022-001: Beacon Street #32, Map 16, Lot 53, GZO Secs. 2.3.1(7) “Conversion to or new multi-family
or apartment dwelling, four to six dwelling units” and 3.1.6(b) “Building heights in excess of 35 feet” in the
R-5 High Density Residential District
The Public Hearing was opened at 8:03 p.m.
Those speaking in favor: Attorney Meredith Fine, 46 Middle Street, stated that she represented the owner,
Edward Gallegos, who was planning to renovate the property. Attorney Fine shared her screen to show a
photograph of the property.
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Attorney Fine explained that the property was a Victorian home at the top of Beacon Street. She explained that
the home now had three units but for many years there was a fourth illegal unit in the basement that was not
permitted. She explained when the current owner purchased the property last April the City insisted that the
kitchen in the illegal unit in the basement be removed. She explained that there would not be any exterior changes
to the property except to renovate and improve it. She stated the height would not be changing and was consistent
with the neighborhood character. In terms of adding a fourth unit, she stated that it was not substantially
detrimental to the neighborhood as there had been a fourth unit there for many years.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: The City Clerk, Joanne Senos, stated there were no written communications.
Questions from Councilors: None.
The Public Hearing closed at 8:07 p.m.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor O’Neil, the
Planning & Development Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City
Council grant to Meredith A. Fine, Esq. on behalf of owner Edward Gallegos, a Special Permit (SCP2022-001)
for the property located at Beacon Street #32, Assessors Map 16, Lot 53 in the R-5 district, pursuant to Gloucester
Zoning Ordinance Sec. 2.3.1(7) “Conversion to or new multi-family or apartment dwelling, four to six dwelling
units,” for a fourth dwelling unit, and Sec. 3.1.6(b) “Building heights in excess of 35 feet” for the building to
remain at 48 feet. This permit is made on the basis of plans and elevations submitted to the City Clerk on January
14, 2022 entitled, “Plan of Land, 32 Beacon Street;” Plan dated May 10, 2021 and submitted to the City Clerk on
January 14, 2022 entitled “Floor Plans for 32 Beacon Street;” and Plan dated August 5, 2021 and submitted
January 14, 2022 entitled, “32 Beacon Street Ext. Elevations.” Subject to new information and/or debate that
results from the public hearing, this Special Permit is deemed to be in harmony with the intent and purpose of the
zoning ordinance.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Grow stated that there was no real change to the use of the structure other
than the fourth unit would now be legalized. He added that this building was also 48 feet in height and that it fit
in with the neighborhood character. Councilor Memhard stated Attorney Fine’s photograph was helpful in
terms of height and context.
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Councilor Gilman stated that under Sec. 1.8.3 Standards to be Applied, this project would add a much needed
housing unit; in terms of traffic flow and safety, the additional fourth unit would be a one-bedroom apartment
which would not affect traffic and with minimal effect on utilities or environment. She added that there would a
small tax benefit from the additional unit improvements to the building. She stated that she would be supporting
this matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Grow, seconded by Councilor Gilman, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to grant to Meredith A. Fine, Esq. on behalf of owner Edward Gallegos,
a Special Permit (SCP2022-001) for the property located at Beacon Street #32, Assessors Map 16, Lot 53
in the R-5 district, pursuant to Gloucester Zoning Ordinance Sec. 2.3.1(7) “Conversion to or new multifamily or apartment dwelling, four to six dwelling units,” for a fourth dwelling unit, and Sec. 3.1.6(b)
“Building heights in excess of 35 feet” for the building to remain at 48 feet. This permit is made on the
basis of plans and elevations submitted to the City Clerk on January 14, 2022 entitled, “Plan of Land, 32
Beacon Street;” Plan dated May 10, 2021 and submitted to the City Clerk on January 14, 2022 entitled
“Floor Plans for 32 Beacon Street;” and Plan dated August 5, 2021 and submitted January 14, 2022
entitled, “32 Beacon Street Ext. Elevations.” Subject to new information and/or debate that results from
the public hearing, this Special Permit is deemed to be in harmony with the intent and purpose of the
zoning ordinance.
4.

PH2022-006: Amend GCO Ch. 22 “Traffic and Motor Vehicles,” Sec. 22-289 “Parking meter zones – on
street” and Sec. 22-284 “Service or Loading Zones” re: Middle Street

The Public Hearing was opened at 8:13 p.m.
Those speaking in favor: Police Lieutenant Jeremiah Nicastro stated he was requesting two visitor spots for
the Community Impact Unit (CIU) on Middle Street to be utilized from the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: The City Clerk, Joanne Senos, stated there were no written communications.
Questions from Councilors:
Q1. (Grow): Asked why two parking spots were needed on Middle Street.
A1. (Nicastro): Stated there was limited parking on Middle Street so he was requesting two dedicated spots for
the CIU, similar to what was currently in front of the Police Station.
Q2. (Grow): Asked if he believed that two dedicated spaces were needed.
A2. (Nicastro): Stated on some days the CIU had as many as 30 visitors. Stated the spots would not be used for
employees, as there was employee parking behind the YMCA.
Q3. (Grow): Asked why people would visit the CIU.
A3. (Nicastro): Stated the CIU focused on all quality of life issues, including substance use disorders,
homelessness, mental illness issues, and Kops-and-Kids.
Q4. (Margiotta): Asked the exact address of the CIU.
A4. (Nicastro): Stated the CIU was located at 67 Middle Street.
Q5. (Gross): Asked what the timeframe was for the dedicated spots.
A5. (Nicastro): Stated 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
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The Public Hearing closed at 8:17 p.m.
Councilor Nolan added that this matter went through the proper channels including the Traffic Commission.
Councilor Nolan offered a motion, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, to amend GCO Ch. 22, “Traffic and Motor
Vehicles,” Sec. 22-289, “Parking meter zones – on street” by DELETING “Middle Street, two one-hour parking
meters in front of the YMCA”.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor O’Hara, seconded by Councilor Margiotta,
the Ordinances & Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that
the City Council amend GCO Ch. 22, “Traffic and Motor Vehicles,” Sec. 22-289, “Parking meter zones – on
street” by DELETING “Middle Street, two one-hour parking meters in front of the YMCA”.
Summary of Discussion on the Motion to Amend: Councilor Grow offered a MOTION TO AMEND,
seconded by Councilor Memhard, to include only one one-hour parking meter in front of the YMCA. Councilor
Grow stated that parking was limited in that area and it should be determined if two dedicated spots were actually
needed; he suggested a reevaluation of the parking needs could be done at the end of the summer.
Councilor Worthley stated if a resident was in crisis and needed the services of the CIU then the resident should
not be made to drive around looking for a parking spot. He added that if the CIU was offering services to
approximately 30 people over an 8-hour period then he believed two spots was reasonable. He also stated that
this matter could be revisited after the summer months as well. Councilor Worthley stated he appreciated the
reasoning behind Councilor Grow’s amendment but that he would not be supporting the amendment. Councilor
Nolan stated that the CIU was a drop-in service and that two spots was actually a small amount to ask for if the
situation was for a life or death situation. He stated he would not be supporting Councilor Grow’s amendment.
Councilor O’Hara stated he agreed with the thoughts of Councilors Worthley and Nolan. He stated if a resident
was in crisis then parking should be the last thing to be worrying about. He stated that he would not be supporting
the proposed amendment. Councilor O’Neil agreed with Councilors Worthley and O’Hara and stated she
would not be supporting the amendment and stated that she believed two parking spaces was reasonable.
Councilor Margiotta stated that he believed that two spaces was important for the CIU and restated that the
spaces were only for use during business hours from 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Councilor Gross stated he agreed with the need for the two parking spaces, but stated that the matter should be
revisited in approximately six months.
Councilor Grow offered a motion to withdraw the motion to amend:
MOTION TO WITHDRAW: On a motion by Councilor Grow, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept the withdrawal of the MOTION TO
AMEND to include one one-hour parking meter in front of the YMCA.
Councilor Nolan restated his main motion. The Rules of Procedure were suspended, without objection, to allow
Lt. Nicastro to speak. He stated that he respected Councilor Grow’s concerns and that he would revisit this
issue within six months if it was determined that only one parking spot was needed.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to amend GCO Ch. 22, “Traffic and Motor Vehicles,” Sec. 22-289,
“Parking meter zones – on street” by DELETING “Middle Street, two one-hour parking meters in front
of the YMCA”.
Councilor Nolan offered a motion, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, to amend Ch.22 “Traffic and Motor
Vehicles,” Sec. 22-284, “Service or Loading Zones” by DELETING “Middle Street, southerly side at a point 34
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feet from the easterly side line of Center Street at its intersection with Middle Street and running a distance of 44
feet.”
Summary of Discussion: There was no further discussion on this motion.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to amend Ch. 22 “Traffic and Motor Vehicles,” Sec. 22-284, “Service
or Loading Zones” by DELETING “Middle Street, southerly side at a point 34 feet from the easterly side
line of Center Street at its intersection with Middle Street and running a distance of 44 feet.”
Councilor Nolan offered a motion, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, to amend Ch. 22, “Traffic and Motor
Vehicles,” Sec. 22-284, “Service or Loading Zones,” by ADDING “Middle Street, southerly side, beginning at a
point 40 feet from the intersection with Center Street, in an easterly direction for a distance of 40 feet (two
spaces).”
Signage to read:
Community Impact Unit
Parking Only
7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Gilman stated that she appreciated the process that the Council went
through and the thoughtful and considerate discussion of the matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Nolan, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to amend Ch. 22, “Traffic and Motor Vehicles,” Sec. 22-284, “Service
or Loading Zones,” by ADDING “Middle Street, southerly side, beginning at a point 40 feet from the
intersection with Center Street, in an easterly direction for a distance of 40 feet (two spaces).”
Signage to read:
Community Impact Unit
Parking Only
7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FOR COUNCIL VOTE:
1. CC#2022-001(Gross): Ordered that the Council as a whole shall join Senator Bruce Tarr in a letter of support
for NOAA’s 2022 Marine Debris Removal Grant opportunity.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Gross referenced a letter that the City Council had received from Senator
Tarr’s office to Tom Barry at NOAA regarding the Marine Debris Removal Grant. He stated that the City had
participated in a similar situation a few years back where a substantial amount of ghost lobster gear and gillnets
were removed from the ocean floor. He stated that he thought that if the City Council fully endorsed the program
it would add more weight to the initiative. Councilor Gilman added that the motion was to join Senator Bruce
Tarr in a letter of support for NOAA. Councilor Gross added that this was a Division of Marine Fisheries Grant.
Councilor Nolan stated that the prior program was a great program in that it also took old shrink wrap. He
stated it was also a great tool for the City and DPW as it helped to dispose of the lobster traps and ropes that
washed up on the City’s shores that the City would have had to pay the regular rate for disposal. Councilor
Worthley thanked Councilor Gross for his work on this matter.
Councilor Gross asked if each councilor could take the time to go to the City Clerk’s office to sign the letter as
it was available immediately to sign.
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gross, seconded by Councilor Nolan, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to join Senator Bruce Tarr in a letter of support for NOAA’s 2022
Marine Debris Removal Grant opportunity (NOAA-NOS-ORR-2022-2006974).
2. CC#2022-002(Gilman): City Council resolution requesting MA Legislature consider bills to extend
provisions of the Executive Order expiring on April 1, 2022 regarding the permanent use of hybrid meetings
Councilor Gilman offered a motion to withdraw, seconded by Councilor Nolan.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Gilman stated that since she had submitted this Councilor Order the
Emergency Order was extended until July 15, 2022, and stated she needed to perform further research on this
matter as the City did already have a remote access provision in place.
MOTION TO WITHDRAW: On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor Nolan, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to withdraw CC#2022-002(Gilman).
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLOR’S DISCUSSION INCLUDING REPORTS BY APPOINTED
COUNCILLORS TO COMMITTEES: Update on the Council on Aging Board and the Dogtown Advisory
Committee by City Council Representative, Councilor Val Gilman
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Gilman stated that she would only be speaking to the Council on Aging as
she had not yet attended a meeting of the Dogtown Advisory Committee.
Councilor Gilman explained that typically at the end of each City Council meeting, via a rotation schedule, each
councilor who is an ad-hoc member of any committee would give a brief update. Councilor Gilman stated that
she has been an ex-officio member of the Council on Aging for six years and had attended approximately 90% of
the meetings, which were held the first Tuesday of each month at 9:30 a.m.. She stated that the amount of progress
that the Council on Aging Board has made over the past few years had been tremendous. She commented on
some highlights:
• AARP Tax Aid program for consultations and free tax aid. Call Mike Feeney at 978-325-5814.
• Rosie’s Picnic Lunch every Thursday. A free lunch at Rose Baker Senior Center including sandwich,
salad, soup and chips, sponsored by the Open Door in partnership with the Rose Baker Senior Center.
Call 978-325-5814.
• Blood pressure clinic on the first and third Wednesday every month for residents 60 and older. Call 978325-5800, x4.
• Tax preparation on February 23, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.
• Line dancing on February 23, 2022, at 9:15 a.m.
• Bingo on February 23, 2022, at 12:30 p.m.
• Arthritis exercise on February 23, 2022, at 1:00 p.m.
Councilor Gilman stated that the Council on Aging was also looking to host more interactive Zoom sessions for
residents who wished to age in place. She also stated that there would be a Ted Talk Coffee Hour (always hosted
on the fourth Monday of the month) on Monday, February 28, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. at the Rose Baker Senior Center
including coffee, snacks and reflective conversation facilitated by a member of the social work staff. She added
that this month’s Ted Talk would feature author and resilience expert Lucy Hone and asked anyone interested to
sign up in advance by calling Elise Sinagra at 978-325-5815. Councilor Gilman also shared that in each of the
councilors’ mailboxes at City Hall they would find a copy of the newsletter.
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COUNCILORS’ REQUESTS TO THE MAYOR:
• Councilor Grow requests through the Mayor to the Public Works Director that minor roadwork repairs
be done to the potholes on Brightside Avenue, and stated he was invoking Sec. 21-82, “Temporary
Repair” and read an excerpt from the ordinance, “…upon a determination…that the condition of a
way…constitutes an emergency which requires immediate repair in order to protect the health or safety
of the inhabitants of the city.”
• Councilor Margiotta requests through the Mayor that the City produce a video (possibly by Studio
1623) to explain the differences of public versus private road repair.
COUNCILORS’ THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
• Councilors Nolan and Grow thanked the Administration and DPW for their work in performing
pothole repairs throughout the City.
COUNCILORS’ WARD UPDATES AND COMMUNITY NEWS:
• Councilor Gilman reminded the City Council that in the month of March the Public Works Director
would be hosting a presentation on private road repair.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gross, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to adjourn the meeting 8:53 p.m.
Submitted by: Sherry Karvelas, Clerk of Committees
Items submitted at the meeting: None.

