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GLOUCESTER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
REMOTE MEETING
-Minutes-

Present: Council President, Councilor Steve LeBlanc; Council Vice President, Councilor Val Gilman;
Councilor Melissa Cox; Councilor Jen Holmgren; Councilor John McCarthy; Councilor Scott Memhard;
Councilor James O’Hara; Councilor Barry Pett
Absent: Councilor Sean Nolan
Also Present: Mayor Sefatia Romeo Theken; City Clerk, Joanne Senos; Auditor, Kenny Costa; CFO, John
Dunn; CAO, Frank Cousins; Assistant to CAO, Chris Sicuranza; Police Chief, Ed Conley; Public Health
Director, Karin Carroll; Director of Human Resources, Holly Dougwillo; Assistant DPW Director, Mark
Cole; Deputy Chief/EMS Coordinator, Phil Harvey; Planning Director, Gregg Cademartori; Community
Development Director, Jill Cahill; Clerk of Committees, Sherry Karvelas
This meeting was conducted remotely through Zoom
All votes were ROLL CALL votes
Meeting called to order at 6:02 p.m.
Councilor LeBlanc announced consistent with the Governor's orders suspending certain provisions of the Open
Meeting Law and banning certain gatherings such that an in person meeting of the City Council is not possible,
this meeting will be conducted by remote participation. The public may not physically attend this meeting but
every effort will be made to allow the public to view and listen to the meeting in real-time and participate when
necessary. Additionally, all votes taken by the City Council during this and future remote meetings will be by roll
call vote. If someone is calling in on a phone, they can press Star 9 (*9) to request to speak. If they are watching
on a computer or device there is a “raise hand” button that can be tapped or pressed to request to speak. Please use
either of these options during oral communications or the public hearing to be recognized.
Councilor LeBlanc announced the names of the Councilors and city staff who were in attendance. Councilor
LeBlanc stated there was a quorum of the City Council.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:
Patti Page, 3 Tidal Cove Way
Thanked the Administration for including a budgetary item for the continuation of Zoom calls and referenced the
Governor’s announcement about seeking extensions for remote public meetings beyond the end of the State of
Emergency into June of 2022. She stated the Mass Municipal Association (MMA) gave a strong statement about
remote participation stating public meetings via Zoom had engaged more residents than ever before and had
significantly increased transparency and insight. She asked that all boards and commissions have the ability for
remote participation with ADA accommodation. Councilor LeBlanc stated the City Council would discuss this
matter June 8, 2021.
PRESENTATIONS/COMMENDATIONS:
1. Karin Carroll, Public Health Director re: COVID-19 update and lifted restrictions effective May 29,
2021
Public Health Director, Karin Carroll updated the City Council with the following:
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The positivity rate for the State, as well as locally, was less than 1%
The City had 4 active cases with 0 hospitalizations, with 0 cases or contacts in the City’s schools, and the
wastewater virus was decreasing weekly to very low detections and with no detection of the variants of
concern
The City has had weekly clinics since January 2021 for first-responders regionally, then homebound
seniors
The City had partnered with the Gloucester Family Health Center who had made a commitment to an
ongoing supply of vaccine, as the vaccine moved to more local outlets because the mass vaccinations sites
had started to close down
The City had partnered with Curative (the vendor who ran the mass vaccination states in the State) to
develop a mobile model, and earlier this week Curative came onsite to the City’s schools to administer
vaccine to 12-17 year-old children; 170 Pfizer vaccinations were administered
Significant decrease in registration numbers and turnout for the vaccine clinics, both locally and statewide
The total State population vaccinated was 61% (total population, including children, vaccinated with at
least the first dose)
The City had a vaccination rate of approximately 67% (of residents vaccinated with at least the first dose)
The City’s two age groups over 65 (the most vulnerable and high risk populations) had a vaccination rate
of 90%
Vaccine inequity City-wide was comparable to the statewide percentages
Women were being vaccinated approximately 10% more than men, and the Hispanic population was
about 40% vaccinated, with the white population about 64% vaccinated
There would be an upcoming booster at some point but there is no definitive information yet
Only 22% of the global population had been vaccinated
As of May 18, 2021, the Governor had lifted the mask mandate for K-12 camps and outdoor athletics, as
well as spectator and coaches if social distancing could be maintained
As of May 29, 2021, the Governor will lift all COVID restrictions with a few exceptions including public
and private transportation (Uber, Lyft, bus depots), inside K-12 public schools or schools licensed by the
State, inside childcare programs, inside any healthcare providers, congregate care settings and healthcare
rehab day services and programs
Once the Governor’s order for face coverings was lifted (on May 29, 2021), an advisory would be put into
place and adopted based on the CDC’s recommendations that if you are not fully vaccinated you should
continue to wear face coverings and social distance
Businesses, organizations and agencies could set their own policies
There was a regional standardized campaign to have a standard sign or language throughout the
community
On June 15, 2021, the Governor was rescinding the State of Emergency

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILORS:
Q1. (Gilman): Asked if the City had any strategies on how to increase vaccination equity among the Hispanic
population.
A1. (Carroll): Stated through outreach, education and making sure information was available in multiple
languages. Also, she stated it was important to know who the trusted messengers were to that population and to
make sure the information was accessible, along with outreach to all partner agencies.
Q2. (Holmgren): Asked if the Health Department had partnered with Gloucester Public Schools due to a higher
population of ESL students. Also asked if there was anything the Human Rights Commission could do to help.
A2. (Carroll): Stated the Health Department had partnered with the Gloucester Public Schools and school nurses
to disseminate information. She stated the Health Department realized that transportation was a big issue for both
testing and vaccination so having the vaccine available locally made it easier to remove those barriers. She stated
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the City was also partnering with the regional coalition that was addressing all of these issues. She stated the City
also had partnered with the Guilfoyle Team who provided outreach materials, a blog and graphics, and a series of
upcoming interviews with trusted members of the community.
Councilor LeBlanc expressed to the Public Health Director that her team had done an outstanding job and
reminded her to reach out to the City Council for any needs that her department had.
CONFIRMATION OF NEW APPOINTMENTS:
Board of Registrars
City-Owned Cemeteries Advisory Committee
Community Preservation Committee

Daniel Epstein
Augustave M. Sabia, Jr (fulfilling an unexpired term)
Bill Cuff (fulfilling an unexpired term)

TTE 2/14/24
TTE 2/14/22
TTE 2/14/22

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor Nolan, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council appoint Daniel J. Epstein to the Board of Registrars, TTE 2/14/24.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Holmgren stated she had worked with Mr. Epstein and vouched for his
passion for the City where, for example, he had coordinated cleanups in Ward 2. Councilor LeBlanc thanked
Mr. Epstein for his willingness to serve.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to appoint Daniel J. Epstein to the Board of
Registrars, TTE 2/14/24.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council appoint Augustave M. Sabia, Jr. (fulfilling an unexpired term) to the City-Owned Cemeteries
Advisory Committee, TTE 2/14/22.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor LeBlanc stated he had used Mr. Sabia’s funeral home for the death of a
family member and strongly endorsed Mr. Sabia’s appointment.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to appoint Augustave M. Sabia, Jr. (fulfilling an
unexpired term) to the City-Owned Cemeteries Advisory Committee, TTE 2/14/22.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council appoint Bill Cuff (fulfilling an unexpired term) to the Community Preservation Committee, TTE
2/14/22.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor LeBlanc endorsed Mr. Cuff and thanked him for serving.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 7 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan), 1 technical difficulty (Memhard) to appoint Bill Cuff
(fulfilling an unexpired term) to the Community Preservation Committee, TTE 2/14/22.
CONSENT AGENDA:
●
●

CONFIRMATION OF REAPPOINTMENTS
MAYOR’S REPORT

1.
2.

Memorandum from Police Chief and #2021-SBT-8 & 9 in the amount of $64,726.02
(Refer B&F)
Memorandum from Public Health Director requesting acceptance of an award for COVID-19 vaccine equity efforts in the amount
of $18,750
(Refer B&F)
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Memorandum from Public Health Director requesting the acceptance of a MASSCALL3 Grant for substance misuse prevention in the
amount of $125,000
(Refer B&F)
COMMUNICATIONS/INVITATIONS
INFORMATION ONLY
APPLICATIONS/PETITIONS
SCP2021-003: Rogers Street #9, Map 7, Lot 15, GZO Sec. 2.3.4(9) “Restaurant, with outdoor seating or with takeout constituting
more than 20% of total business, or both” in the MI district
(Refer P&D)
COUNCILLORS ORDERS
CC#2021-011 (LeBlanc): Ordered that the O&A Committee review and discuss the temporary relief granted to businesses
during the State of Emergency regarding the extension of seasonal liquor licenses, and possible action
(Refer O&A)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
City Council Meeting: 5/11/2021
(Approve/File)
Standing Committee Meetings: B&F 5/20/2021 (under separate cover), O&A 5/17/2021, P&D 5/19/2021 (under separate cover) (Approve/File)

ITEMS TO BE ADDED/REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: None.
Summary of Discussion: Councilors LeBlanc and Cox had a discussion regarding CC#2021-011 (LeBlanc).
Councilor LeBlanc stated on May 17, 2021, the Governor announced lifting COVID-related restrictions
beginning May 29, 2021, and the Governor’s State of Emergency would end June 15, 2021, which would bring
two important changes, including patio outdoor expansions and licenses that had been approved for expansion of
patio and outdoor services pursuant to the Governor’s executive order, and that it may continue outdoor
operations for 60 days after the end of the State of Emergency, which was Sunday August 15, 2021. He stated he
brought this matter to O&A to start discussion and keep the matter at the forefront.
Councilor Cox stated she thought it was premature and incomplete to bring this matter forward and that the City
had protection until August 15, 2021. She also stated the discussion regarding this council order should only be in
regard to seasonal liquor licenses based on the wording used, but the encompassing legislation was for the Open
Meeting Law and special permits for outside dining and the ability to serve alcohol outside the premises, not
seasonal liquor licenses.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Holmgren, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to accept the Consent Agenda.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
• Budget & Finance – May 20, 2021
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to accept the Budget and Finance Unanimous Consent
Agenda.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
accept various cash donations under MGL c. 44, §53A, to support Cape Ann Veterans Services in the amount of
$76.00 from the following members and business partners within our community:
Stop & Shop
Linda & Edward Comeau
Gail Vicari
Total

$ 1.00
50.00
25.00
$76.00

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to accept various cash donations under MGL c. 44,
§53A, to support Cape Ann Veterans Services in the amount of $76.00 from the following members and
business partners within our community:
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$ 1.00
50.00
25.00
$76.00

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
approve Special Budgetary Transfer #2021-SBT-6 in the amount of $60,000 from Account #S1102505-511101,
GHS Salaries-Principal Professional to Account #0121151-511000, Police - Uniform, Salaries, for the purpose of
funding the Gloucester High School Resource Officer.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to approve Special Budgetary Transfer #2021-SBT-6
in the amount of $60,000 from Account #S1102505-511101, GHS Salaries-Principal Professional to Account
#0121151-511000, Police - Uniform, Salaries, for the purpose of funding the Gloucester High School
Resource Officer.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
approve Special Budgetary Transfer #2021-SBT-7 in the amount of $310,779.49 to Account #0182052-565004,
General Fund, School Choice Sending Tuition Assessment from the following General Fund - School accounts:
Account No.
S4191992-530100
S4193992-530100
S4194992-530100

Account Name
SPED-Tuition Mass. District Wide Professional & Technical
SPED-Tuition Non-Public School District Wide Prof. & Tech.
SPED-Tuition Collaborative District Wide Professional & Tech.
TOTAL:

Amount
$ 32,500.00
$193,613.49
$ 84,666.00
$310,779.49

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to approve Special Budgetary Transfer #2021-SBT-7
in the amount of $310,779.49 to Account #0182052-565004, General Fund, School Choice Sending Tuition
Assessment from the following General Fund - School accounts:
Account No.
S4191992-530100
S4193992-530100
S4194992-530100

Account Name
Amount
SPED-Tuition Mass. District Wide Professional & Technical
$ 32,500.00
SPED-Tuition Non-Public School District Wide Prof. & Tech. $193,613.49
SPED-Tuition Collaborative District Wide Professional & Tech. $ 84,666.00
TOTAL:
$310,779.49

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, in accordance with MGL c. 44, §64,
to recommend that the City Council approve payment of a prior year invoice for claims processed by the
Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, Department of Unemployment Assistance
EAN Number 78303680, for unemployment claims from March 13, 2020 to June 30, 2020 for the purpose of
paying FY2020 unemployment claims for school employees to be paid with FY2021 General Fund – Human
Resources Department budgeted funds for a total of $19,606.82.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) in accordance with MGL c. 44, §64, to approve
payment of a prior year invoice for claims processed by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and
Workforce Development, Department of Unemployment Assistance EAN Number 78303680, for
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unemployment claims from March 13, 2020 to June 30, 2020 for the purpose of paying FY2020
unemployment claims for school employees to be paid with FY2021 General Fund – Human Resources
Department budgeted funds for a total of $19,606.82.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
accept under MGL Ch. 44, §53A, a donation by the Lyon-Waugh Auto Group and its affiliate, Peabody Motor
Sports Inc. (as Lessor and Lessee) of the use of two 2018 electric motor vehicles, model BMW i3 Rex for one
year. Vehicles are to be leased through BMW Finance Services NA, LLC for a one-year period and up to a
maximum of 10,000 miles per vehicle. The term of the lease is 03/27/21 – 03/26/22, at which time the 2 vehicles
will be returned to BMW of Peabody in reasonable condition. The first 2018 BMW i3 Rex with VIN number
WBY7Z4C5XJVD95832 has a donation value in the amount of $17,833.71 and the second 2018 BMW i3 Rex
with VIN number WBY7Z4C57JVD96064 has a donation value in the amount of $16,443.77 for a total of
$34,277.48.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to accept under MGL Ch. 44, §53A, a donation by the
Lyon-Waugh Auto Group and its affiliate, Peabody Motor Sports Inc. (as Lessor and Lessee) of the use of
two 2018 electric motor vehicles, model BMW i3 Rex for one year. Vehicles are to be leased through BMW
Finance Services NA, LLC for a one-year period and up to a maximum of 10,000 miles per vehicle. The
term of the lease is 03/27/21 – 03/26/22, at which time the 2 vehicles will be returned to BMW of Peabody in
reasonable condition. The first 2018 BMW i3 Rex with VIN number WBY7Z4C5XJVD95832 has a
donation value in the amount of $17,833.71 and the second 2018 BMW i3 Rex with VIN number
WBY7Z4C57JVD96064 has a donation value in the amount of $16,443.77 for a total of $34,277.48.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
approve the Gloucester Fire Department Billing and Collection Policy as presented by the EMS Coordinator and
approved by the Mayor dated May 3, 2021 and further to approve the proposed fee schedule attached to and
incorporated into the policy effective July 1, 2021.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to approve the Gloucester Fire Department Billing
and Collection Policy as presented by the EMS Coordinator and approved by the Mayor dated May 3, 2021
and further to approve the proposed fee schedule attached to and incorporated into the policy effective
July 1, 2021.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
authorize the write-off of $349,763.40 in uncollectible, outstanding ambulance billing.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the Budget & Finance
Committee voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to authorize the write-off of
$349,763.40 in uncollectible, outstanding ambulance billing.
4. Memorandum from Asst. DPW Director requesting review and approval of the Draft Contract 21147
Witham Street parking lease for the Good Harbor Beach parking area
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the City Council
approve the disposition by means of a lease as provided in Lease Agreement 21147 for the Witham Street Parking
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area at 99 Thatcher Road between the City of Gloucester and the Good Harbor Beach Inn Corp., pursuant to the
terms and conditions stated therein. Said term is to be three years from May 1, 2021 to April 30, 2024.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Cox stated this motion needed to be amended because at Budget & Finance
the rate was not set (which had been past practice that B&F did not set the rate). She stated the recommended
range of the lease as calculated by the Assessor was $7,200 to $7,500 and, based on that information, she
proposed setting the rate at $7,200 which was at the low end of the scale because she believed that the City
needed to be as business-friendly as possible.
Councilor Pett expressed his support to the rate and reasoning proposed by Councilor Cox. Councilor
McCarthy stated Mr. Dennis Dyer of the Good Harbor Beach Inn Corp. agreed to take down or cover the signs
for the 11 parking spots when the inn was closed for the season.
MOTION TO AMEND: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to AMEND the disposition by means
of a lease as provided in Lease Agreement 21147 for the Witham Street Parking area at 99 Thatcher Road
between the City of Gloucester and the Good Harbor Beach Inn Corp. by ADDING “of $7,200”.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to approve the disposition by means of a lease of
$7,200 as provided in Lease Agreement 21147 for the Witham Street Parking area at 99 Thatcher Road
between the City of Gloucester and the Good Harbor Beach Inn Corp., pursuant to the terms and
conditions stated therein. Said term is to be three years from May 1, 2021 to April 30, 2024.
5. Memorandum from Superintendent of Schools requesting approval of a Statement of Interest
submission to the Mass. School Building Authority’s Accelerated Repair Program for the replacement
of windows at O’Maley School
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor McCarthy, the
Budget & Finance Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to recommend that the City Council
resolve the following:
Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on May 25, 2021, prior to the closing date, the City Council of
Gloucester, Massachusetts, in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the
Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority a Statement of Interest Form dated May
27, 2021 for the O’Maley Innovation Middle School, located at 32 Cherry Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts
which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may
be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future to replace the single pane windows
with energy efficient windows to decrease energy related costs. This repair project falls under priority #5 labeled
“Replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems, windows;” and hereby further specifically
acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in
no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding
commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the City of Gloucester to filing an
application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Cox stated this matter was not placed on the Consent Agenda because it
was a time-sensitive matter and needed a Motion to Reconsider. Councilor Gilman also stated her support of
this matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to resolve the following:
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Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on May 25, 2021, prior to the closing date, the City Council
of Gloucester, Massachusetts, in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to
authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority a Statement of
Interest Form dated May 27, 2021 for the O’Maley Innovation Middle School, located at 32 Cherry Street,
Gloucester, Massachusetts which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority
category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in
the future to replace the single pane windows with energy efficient windows to decrease energy related
costs. This repair project falls under priority #5 labeled “Replacement, renovation or modernization of
school facility systems, windows;” and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this
Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the
acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment
from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the City of Gloucester to filing an
application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.
MOTION TO RECONSIDER: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 0 in favor, 8 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to RECONSIDER the resolution.
`Motion to reconsider failed.
• Ordinances & Administration – May 17, 2021
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances & Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council approve Juneteenth Independence Day as a holiday for city employees.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Cox stated that typically when a holiday had been added in the past, it was
during contract negotiations where there was some give-and-take during the negotiations and asked why this was
not the case with this holiday. The Human Resources Director, Holly Dougwillo stated in the personnel
ordinance the AFSCME A contract, the AFSCME B contract and the GMMA contract all state that any holiday
declared by the State of Massachusetts became a paid holiday for the City. She stated there was a question with
the patrolmen’s contract, the superior’s contract and the fire contract where it read that the State of Massachusetts
and the City Council had to declare a legal holiday, which was why the matter was brought before City Council.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to approve Juneteenth Independence Day as a holiday
for city employees.
• Planning & Development – May 19, 2021 (no items under this heading)
Summary of Discussion: Chair of the P&D Standing Committee, Councilor Gilman stated there were no
items to report, but wished to remind members of City Council that on Thursday, May 27, there would be three
site visits at 11 Webster Avenue for the height special council permit under 3.1.6(b) and asked any councilors or
abutters who wished to take part in the visit to email her at vgilman@gloucester-ma.gov. She also stated the
poles at 11 Webster Ave had the height markings for anyone who wished to drive by.
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1. PH2021-013: RZ2021-002: Amend GZO Sec. 5.24 “Accessory In-Law Dwelling Units” and associated
definition in Sec. VI “Definitions” in accordance with GZO Sec. 1.11.2(a) (Cont. from 5/11/21)
Public hearing opened at 6:59 p.m.
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Mr. Cademartori explained the highlights of the City’s Housing Production Plan including working with MAPC
in 2018 to perform a deep-needs housing assessment on affordability and to address the supply of housing the
community would need.

Mr. Cademartori also discussed the highlights of the needs assessment.

Mr. Cademartori explained that one goal of ADUs was that ADUs could create opportunities to develop a
diverse and affordable housing stock to meet the needs of a changing demographic profile in the City. He stated
these units are designed to be rental units and cannot be sold seperately.

Mr. Cademartori shared and explained the highlights of the Housing Production Plan’s goals including safe,
healthy housing and living.
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Mr. Cademartori shared examples of ADUs including above-garage structures, standalone at grade or a portion
of a single family home as either an attachment or interior space. He shared that an ADU must be rented for a
minimum of 30 days (per the ordinance).
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Mr. Cademartori shared three slides (above) showing an example of an existing home with the proposal for an
interior accessory in-law unit and then the finished home with the ADU built.

Mr. Cademartori showed an example of an ADU in West Gloucester.
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Mr. Cademartori then showed examples of detached ADUs as shown in the four slides above. He stated the
structures could have previously been a garage or shed, for instance, that was converted into an ADU.
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Mr. Cademartori stated the proposal itself had three sections to the zoning ordinance, including the definition of
an ADU itself in Section VI. He stated this version of the definition came out of the Planning & Development
Standing Committee, and he highlighted the revisions.

Mr. Cademartori stated the above slides showed the goals that were collectively identified through the Housing
Production Plan working group, then the Planning Board and then reiterated through the P&D process.

He stated previously there had been a fair amount of discussion concerning the size and scope of both interior
(slide above) and exterior (slide below) ADUs with the goal of the City’s definition to be in line with the State
definition
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Mr. Cademartori explained the limitations of a detached ADU and requirements of a detached ADU, as shown
above. He also stated there were parameters in place that the architecture of the exterior ADU should be similar
to that of the principal structure.

.
Mr. Cademartori explained that if a space did not meet the required criteria for an ADU, but for use it met the
purposes of Sec. 5.24, then the Zoning Board of Appeals may grant a special permit.

Mr. Cademartori explained that Table 2.3.7 would be updated as shown above.
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Mr. Cademartori highlighted some of the public comments and the revised definitions based on those comments.

Chris McCarthy, 166 Bray Street
Spoke in favor of the changes and stated this would help keep a lot of families in the City. He agreed with the
changes in Sec. 5.24.4 to use the word “structure” as it encompasses both interior and exterior ADUs.
Tracy Mark, 309 Essex Avenue
Gave her support for the ADU ordinance and stated it was another tool the City could use to help residents.
Olimpia Palazzola, 57 Western Avenue
Gave her support for this matter but asked to include two-family homes.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: The City Clerk, Joanne Senos stated there was one communication from Ruth Pino
of 82 Wheeler Street in support of this matter.
Questions from Councilors:
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Q1. (Gilman): Asked the Planning Director to summarize how parking was addressed within the ordinance.
A1. (Cademartori): Stated the parking can either be in the existing driveway if there was adequate parking;
stated if a new driveway was created, there were parameters around the design and one space had to be dedicated
to the ADU.
Q2. (Gilman): Asked if the Planning Director, based on what Chris McCarthy said about replacing “dwelling”
with “structure”, was comfortable with leaving the language as it currently was.
A2. (Cademartori): Stated the proposed changes clarified what the dwelling unit was by including the sleeping
piece and the definition making it more specific, as well as the distinction between “dwelling” and “structure” in
those areas.
Q3. (McCarthy): Asked if current in-law apartments would automatically turn into ADUs.
Q3. (Cademartori): Stated in-law apartments had a size limitation of 600 square feet so provided they complied
with the parameters then those in-law apartments would turn into ADUs. He stated currently in-law apartments
were reserved only for family members, but that requirement would not apply to an ADU.
The public hearing closed at 7:33 p.m.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Holmgren, seconded by Councilor Pett, the
Planning & Development Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed the Planning & Development
Standing Committee voted to amend the accessory dwelling unit ordinance as recommended by the Planning
Board to reflect the four changes discussed with the Planning Director and to recommend that the City Council
accept the proposed amendments to the Gloucester Zoning Ordinance Section 5.24 “Accessory In-Law
Apartments” as is included in the Planning Board memo dated March 18, 2021 to the City Council and attached
hereto by incorporation and reference.
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Gilman stated she would like to amend the motion by ADDING “to
include the revisions of May 19, 2021, which will be attached hereto by incorporation and reference” and
DELETING “memo dated March 18, 2021”. The Planning Director, Gregg Cademartori asked if the City
Council wanted to include the amendments proposed this evening. He shared his screen to show the below slide
with the three new changes circled in blue:

He stated those were reasonable changes that gave more clarity. Councilor Gilman then offered a MOTION TO
WITHDRAW her amendment so she could then offer a new MOTION TO AMEND to include the Planning
Director’s changes as shown in the above slide.
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Councilor Gilman and Councilor Holmgren expressed their appreciation for the Planning Board taking into
consideration the public comments when amending this ordinance.
MOTION TO AMEND: Councilor Gilman offered an amendment, seconded by Councilor Holmgren, to
AMEND the amendment to the accessory dwelling unit ordinance.
MOTION TO WITHDRAW THE AMENDMENT: On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by
Councilor Holmgren, the City Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to
WITHDRAW the MOTION TO AMEND.
MOTION TO AMEND: On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor Holmgren, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to AMEND the amendment to the
accessory dwelling unit ordinance as recommended by the Planning Board to reflect the four changes
discussed with the Planning Director as is included in the Planning Board memo by DELETING “memo
dated March 18, 2021” and INSERTING “to include the revisions of May 19, 2021, which will be attached
hereto by incorporation and reference” and by INSERTING “sleeping” after “cooking” in “VI Definitions”
and replacing ‘dwelling’ with ‘structure’ in Secs. 5.24.4(a) and 5.24.4(b)2 .
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor Holmgren, the City Council voted
by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to amend the accessory dwelling unit ordinance as
recommended by the Planning Board to reflect the four changes discussed with the Planning Director and
to recommend that the City Council accept the proposed amendments to the Gloucester Zoning Ordinance
Section 5.24 “Accessory In-Law Apartments” (by replacing it with 5.24 Accessory Dwelling Units), Section
2.3.7 Accessory Uses #20, and Section VI Definitions to include the revisions of May 19, 2021 which will be
attached hereto by incorporation and reference, and by inserting “sleeping” after “cooking” in VI
Definitions, and replace “dwelling” with “structure” in Secs. 5.24.4(a) and 5.24.4(b)2.
2. PH2021-015: Amend GCO Ch. 21, Art. V “-West Gloucester Firing Range,” Sec. 21-87 “-West Gloucester
Firing Range” by DELETING the section and ADDING “Article V – Sec. 21-87 – Reserved.”
Public hearing opened at 7:41 p.m.
Those speaking in favor:
Grant Clark, 279 Concord Street
Wished to express his appreciation, and also appreciation on behalf of the Preserve West Gloucester organization,
and stated they fully support the amendment to the ordinance being proposed.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: None.
Questions from Councilors: None.
The public hearing closed at 7:44 p.m.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council amend GCO Ch. 21, “Art. V – West Gloucester Firing Range”, Sec. 21-87 “-West Gloucester Firing
Range” by DELETING “Art. V – West Gloucester Firing Range”, Sec. 21-87 “-West Gloucester Firing Range” in
its entirety and ADDING “Article V. – Sec. 21-87 – Reserved.” and ADDING “to never be used as a firing range
or shooting range again.”
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Summary of Discussion: Councilor LeBlanc stated the City Council appreciated the public input whether in
favor or opposed. He wished to thank Councilors Cox, Nolan and O’Hara for their work on this matter and also
thanked the Mayor and General Counsel for their work on this matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to amend GCO Ch. 21, “Art. V – West Gloucester
Firing Range”, Sec. 21-87 “-West Gloucester Firing Range” by DELETING “Art. V – West Gloucester
Firing Range”, Sec. 21-87 “-West Gloucester Firing Range” in its entirety and ADDING “Article V. – Sec.
21-87 – Reserved.” and ADDING “to never be used as a firing range or shooting range again.”
3. PH2021-016: Amend GCO Ch. 22, Art. VI “Traffic Schedules,” Sec. 22-280 “Fifteen-minute parking” by
ADDING “Grove Street, Westerly side at a point 20’ from its intersection with Washington Street in a
northerly direction for a distance of 22’
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council amend GCO Ch. 22, Art. VI “Traffic Schedules,” Sec. 22-280 “Fifteen-minute parking” by
ADDING “Grove Street, westerly side, beginning at a point 20’ from its intersection with Washington Street in a
northerly direction for a distance of 22’”
Public hearing opened at 7:47 p.m.
Those speaking in favor: None.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: None.
Questions from Councilors: None.
The public hearing closed at 7:48 p.m.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council amend GCO Ch. 22, Art. VI “Traffic Schedules,” Sec. 22-280 “Fifteen-minute parking” by
ADDING “Grove Street, westerly side, beginning at a point 20’ from its intersection with Washington Street in a
northerly direction for a distance of 22’”
Summary of Discussion: Councilor LeBlanc explained that the owners of Carl’s Cones had reached out to him
and asked for a 15-minute parking sign. He stated there was a sign previously placed on Washington Street and
this sign would be added to the side of the building on Grove Street. He stated he informed the owners of Carl’s
Cones that the 15-minute parking spot would be for other surrounding businesses as well.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to recommend that the City Council amend GCO Ch.
22, Art. VI “Traffic Schedules,” Sec. 22-280 “Fifteen-minute parking” by ADDING “Grove Street, westerly
side, beginning at a point 20’ from its intersection with Washington Street in a northerly direction for a
distance of 22’”
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4. PH2021-017: Amend GCO Ch. 22, Sec. 22-270.1 “Resident Sticker Parking Only” (6:00 a.m. through 6:00
p.m., May 1 to September 15) and Sec. 22-291 “Tow-away zones” regarding streets and roads throughout the
city
Public hearing opened at 7:51 p.m.
Those speaking in favor: Councilor Pett stated his support on this matter.
Kevin Hutchinson, 11 Vulcan Street
Wished to thank Councilor Gilman and the Police Department for their work and time on this matter.
Those speaking in opposition: None.
Written communications: None.
Questions from Councilors:
Q1. (Gilman): Asked the Police Chief what would happen with a contractor or a landscaper parked on one of
the streets identified as resident only.
A1. (Conley): Police Chief Ed Conley stated there were two ways to address this issue; one would be writing
additional language into the ordinance for exceptions, which he did not recommend. He then stated Police
personnel underwent extensive training on exercising discretion when it came to the enforcement to certain
regulations and laws.
Q2. (Pett): Stated Western Avenue west of the Blynman Bridge and Essex Avenue in its entirety were under the
control of the State, not the City, and asked if this ordinance passed and signage was placed how would the
ordinance be enforced on streets included in the ordinance that were under the control of the State.
A2. (Conley): Stated if the matter passed and the signage was placed and there was a violation, a ticket would be
issued but it would be up to the legal process to decide who had jurisdiction. He stated General Counsel might be
able to answer this question better.
The public hearing closed at 8:01 a.m.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the
Ordinances and Administration Committee voted by ROLL CALL 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend that the
City Council amend GCO Ch. 22, Sec. 22-270.1 “Resident Sticker Parking Only” (6:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m.
May 1st to September 15th), and Sec. 22-291 “Tow-away zones” be amended to include the following streets:
Marina Drive
Brightside Avenue
Edgemoor Road
Farrington Avenue (from St. Louis Avenue to Atlantic Road)
St. Louis Avenue
Cabo Drive
Loma Drive
Puerto Drive
Rio Drive
Hartz Street
Tolman Street
Williams Court
Harrison Avenue
Eastern Avenue (Easterly side in front of numbers 72 through 84, Hartz Street to Abbott Road)
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Elizabeth Road
Abbott Road
Traverse Street
Stage Fort Avenue
Beachmont Avenue
Tolman Avenue
Crowell Avenue
Old Salem Road
Hough Avenue
Winsor Lane
Western Avenue (from Winsor Lane to Hough Avenue)
Bond Street
Essex Avenue (from Western Avenue to Bond Street)
Andrews Street
Duley Street
Vulcan Street
High Street
Cross Street
Mondello Square
Sayward Street
Decatur Street
Middle Street (from Western Avenue to Washington Street)
East Main Street (from Eastern Avenue to the Rt. 128 Traffic lights)
Eastern Point Road (from Grapevine Road to Niles Beach)
Bass Avenue (from Brightside Avenue for a distance of 500.” Across from 7-11 Store)
Moorland Road
Haskell Street
Colburn Street
Quarry Street
Dornell Road
Hodgkins Cove Parking Area (next to entrance of UMASS Marine Station off Washington Street)
Summary of Discussion: Councilor Pett stated he spoke with General Counsel and the DPW Director and
both confirmed that the control would be under MassDOT and not the City. Councilor Pett stated both General
Counsel and DPW Director suggested that the City attempt to get something in writing giving authorization
from the State. Councilor Gilman pointed out that Quarry Street was left out while reading the streets in the
motion. Councilor LeBlanc offered a motion to amend to add Quarry Street. Councilor Pett stated he wished to
offer a Motion to Amend to temporarily pull Western Ave and Essex Ave out of the street listing in the motion
until, and if, the City can get a written agreement from MassDOT to post and enforce the restrictions. Councilor
LeBlanc stated he did not think an item could be temporarily removed from the motion. He stated the entire
order would have to be removed and a new order would need to be offered, or the City Council could continue the
matter. Councilor McCarthy offered that there was signage on Western Ave, including 1-hour parking signs
that had been enforced for years. He then shared that due to the timeframe the City Council should vote to pass
the ordinance and then pursue an agreement with the State if Legal believed that should be the process.
Councilor Pett agreed to withdraw the amendment that he offered.
Councilor Gilman asked if City Council could suspend the rules for a public hearing to allow constituent, Sally
Arnold, to speak as she missed the public hearing.
Councilor Cox added that the City Council had the power to do an emergency order and wave the 30-day
requirement. The City Clerk, Joanne Senos stated, according to the charter, a preamble would need to be done
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with the language “For the health and safety of the citizens of the City of Gloucester….”, but she would need look
at the charter to get the correct language. Councilor Cox offered a motion for an emergency order. The City
Clerk stated the information for an emergency order was under Sec. 2-11(a). Councilor Gilman stated she
supported the emergency motion and read the first line of Sec. 2-11(a) from the charter, “No measure shall be
adopted on the date it is introduced, except in the case of special emergency involving the peace, health or the
safety of the people or their property.” Councilor Cox offered a motion to reconsider, which failed.
MOTION TO AMEND: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to AMEND GCO Ch. 22, Sec. 22270.1 “Resident Sticker Parking Only” (6:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. May 1st to September 15th), and Sec.
22-291 “Tow-away zones” be amended to include Quarry Street
MOTION TO AMEND: Councilor Pett offered a motion to amend to temporarily pull Western Ave and
Essex Ave from the main motion, seconded by Councilor Holmgren.
MOTION TO WITHDRAW THE AMENDMENT: On a motion by Councilor Pett, seconded by Councilor
O’Hara, the City Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to WITHDRAW
the MOTION TO AMEND THE AMENDMENT to temporarily pull Western Ave and Essex Ave from the
motion
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to suspend the Rules of Procedure for public hearings
in order to allow a constituent to speak
Sally Arnold, 4 Norseman Ave
Stated her husband (and approximately four others) ran their lobster boats from Lane’s Cove and had trouble
getting on and off the boats to, for instance, unload their catch due to a deluge of parking at Lane’s Cove from
out-of-towners.
EMERGENCY MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to enact, for the health and safety
and welfare of the citizens of Gloucester, an emergency order for the parking restrictions discussed during
Public Hearing 2021-017
MOTION TO AMEND EMERGENCY MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor
Memhard, the City Council voted by ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to AMEND the
main motion to include Sec. 2-11(a) of the City charter
MOTION TO RECONSIDER: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 0 in favor, 8 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to RECONSIDER the emergency
order for the parking restrictions just discussed during Public Hearing 2021-017.
Motion to reconsider failed.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to amend GCO Ch. 22, Sec. 22-270.1 “Resident
Sticker Parking Only” (6:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. May 1st to September 15th), and Sec. 22-291 “Towaway zones” be amended to include the following streets:
Marina Drive
Brightside Avenue
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Edgemoor Road
Farrington Avenue (from St. Louis Avenue to Atlantic Road)
St. Louis Avenue
Cabo Drive
Loma Drive
Puerto Drive
Rio Drive
Hartz Street
Tolman Street
Williams Court
Harrison Avenue
Eastern Avenue (Easterly side in front of numbers 72 through 84, Hartz Street to Abbott Road)
Elizabeth Road
Abbott Road
Traverse Street
Stage Fort Avenue
Beachmont Avenue
Tolman Avenue
Crowell Avenue
Old Salem Road
Hough Avenue
Winsor Lane
Western Avenue (from Winsor Lane to Hough Avenue)
Bond Street
Essex Avenue (from Western Avenue to Bond Street)
Andrews Street
Duley Street
Vulcan Street
High Street
Cross Street
Mondello Square
Sayward Street
Decatur Street
Middle Street (from Western Avenue to Washington Street)
East Main Street (from Eastern Avenue to the Rt. 128 Traffic lights)
Eastern Point Road (from Grapevine Road to Niles Beach)
Bass Avenue (from Brightside Avenue for a distance of 500.” Across from 7-11 Store)
Moorland Road
Haskell Street
Colburn Street
Quarry Street
Dornell Road
Hodgkins Cove Parking Area (next to entrance of UMASS Marine Station off Washington Street)
Pursuant to City Charter Sec. 2-11(a) the Council declares that an emergency exists involving the peace,
health or the safety of the people or their property for the parking restrictions that were discussed in
PH2021-017.
FOR COUNCIL VOTE:
1. Special Speed Regulation #7965 from the MassDOT re: Leonard Street
(FCV)

City Council

May 25, 2021

Page 24 of 25

Summary of Discussion: Councilor Gilman stated this was a very important speed limit change because, when
there is no official speed limit posted, it would then default to 30 m.p.h. She stated the 20 m.p.h. was consistent
with the speed studies particularly as this area was a high volume area with walkers and joggers, for example.
Councilor LeBlanc agreed and gave his support to the matter.
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor LeBlanc, seconded by Councilor O’Hara, the City Council voted 8 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to adopt pursuant to MGL c. 90, §18, Special Speed Regulation #7965 to
impose the following speed limits in which motor vehicles may be operated on Leonard Street as follows:
LEONARD STREET – NORTHBOUND
Beginning at the junction of Cambridge Avenue (Route 127A), thence northerly on Leonard Street
0.89 miles at 20 miles per hour ending at the junction of Route 127 (Washington Street); the total
distance being 0.89 miles.
LEONARD STREET – SOUTHBOUND
Beginning at the junction of Route 127 (Washington Street), thence southerly on Leonard Street
0.89 miles at 20 miles per hour ending at the junction of Cambridge Avenue; the total distance
being 0.89 miles.
COUNCILORS’ REQUESTS TO THE MAYOR:
 Councilor Pett requested through the Mayor to have discussions with MassDOT about the following
matters:
o Parking restrictions for the ordinance passed this evening, “Resident Sticker Parking Only”
o Ask through the State delegation, Representative Ferrante and Senator Tarr, that MassDOT do a
street study of the Kent Circle area to include Western Avenue, Essex Avenue, Kent Circle and
parking in that area
 Councilor O’Hara requested through the Mayor, on behalf of Councilor Nolan, the residents of
Magnolia and all the citizens of Gloucester that use the Magnolia Pier, an update for getting a raft and
ramp at the newly constructed pier
 Councilor O’Hara requested through the Mayor a traffic study in the area of Webster Street as, he stated,
he had received multiple phone calls from local businesses and constituents with traffic concerns in the
area of Webster Street, not limited to tractor trailer making deliveries
 Councilor Cox requested through the Mayor that the parking spot that was removed in front of Carroll
Steele’s be repainted to cover the white lines, as the white lines were coming through the black paint and
it had been causing confusion
 Councilor Gilman asked through the Mayor to the Police Chief if the new parking ticket cards had come
in and if the City would be fining with the new rates effectively immediately
COUNCILORS’ THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
 Councilor Pett, Councilor McCarthy, Councilor Gilman and Councilor Holmgren congratulated
Councilor LeBlanc on becoming a grandparent
 Councilor Pett, Councilor McCarthy, Councilor Holmgren, Councilor Gilman and Councilor
O’Hara extended warm wishes to Councilor Memhard for his return
 Councilor Memhard thanked the members of the City Council for his warm welcome back and gave
thanks to all councilors who helped cover his Ward
 Councilor Gilman asked Councilors LeBlanc and Cox to keep sharing their institutional knowledge as
both councilors were not running this year for reelection
 Councilor Gilman asked, with the permission of Councilor LeBlanc, if the City Clerk’s office could
amend the application for special council permits to include “if the application is applying for height
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special council permit under 3.1.6(b) please skip this section” as there was no need for applicants
applying for 3.1.6(b) to fill out the Standards to be Applied because that was only for use tables
Councilor LeBlanc thanked the Administration, the Health Department, the CAO and Assistant to the
CAO for their daily and timely updates

Councilor LeBlanc asked if the City Clerk could give a definition on special council permits moving forward.
The City Clerk stated the Assistant General Counsel approved the amendment to the application and stated the
Assistant General Counsel also explained that Sec. 25 for the Gloucester Zoning Ordinance and the Council
Rules of Procedure needed to be amended as well. Councilor LeBlanc stated a memo would be sent to General
Counsel to look at the language of special permit or special council permit and also to look at the language
offered by Councilor Gilman for Sec. 3.1.6(b).
COUNCILORS’ WARD UPDATES AND COMMUNITY NEWS:
 Councilor Holmgren read a post that the Essex Board of Health shared on their Facebook page:

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Memhard, the City Council voted by
ROLL CALL 8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 absent (Nolan) to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m.
Submitted by Sherry Karvelas, Clerk of Committees
Items submitted at the meeting: Planning Director, Gregg Cademartori, presentation on RZ2021-002

