CITY OF GLOUCESTER
  CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING

      WEDNESDAY, October 21, 2015 - 7:00 PM
   City Hall, 2nd Floor, Kyrouz Auditorium
 Robert Gulla Chair

Members Present: Rob Gulla, Linda Charpentier, John Feener Helene Kwasie, Barry Gradwohl, Ann Jo Jackson- Absent
	Staff: Ken Whittaker
Rob Gulla opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a quorum of the Conservation Commission being present.

I. ADMINISTRATIVE BRIEFING

A. Request for Amendment of NOI: 161 Thatcher Road #28-1940 (Map 178 Lot 60) Submitted by Jack Hyland for construction of a duplex home and landscaping improvements in wetlands buffer zone.

Presenter: Tony Capachietti, Hayes Engineering,
Mr. Capachietti submitted a revised planting plan as requested by the commission at the October 7, 2015 meeting. 

Motion to approve the Amended NOI for 161 Thatcher Road #28-1940 (Map 178 Lot 60) was made by Ms. Charpentier, seconded by Ms. Kwasie and unanimously approved with Mr. Gradwohl abstaining.

B. Amendment to NOI: 36 Thurston Point Road # 28-2385 (Map 98, Lot 61) 
Submitted by Frank Quirk for repair on extended section of sea wall.
Presenter: John Judd - Gateway Consultants,
Mr. Judd submitted a revised plan and requested by the commission at the October 7th meeting. The wall will be dry stacked and the mitigation planting will enhance the buffer zone that is not established now.
Mr. Whittaker stated he reviewed the letter submitted by Attorney Pino and concurs that it establishes Mr. Quirk’s ownership in the public right of way. 
Mr. Feener stated concern that the wall would exacerbate erosion on the half of the wall.
This project does not meet performance standards.
Mr. Judd stated the application was applied under the provision of the redevelopment statute. It is an approvable activity.

Motion to approve the amended NOI for 36 Thurston Point Road # 28-2385 (Map 98, Lot 61) Submitted by Frank Quirk for repair on extended section of sea wall was made by Mr. Gradwohl, seconded by Ms. Charpentier with 4 in favor and Mr. Feener opposed.

C. ANRAD: 10 Witham Street #28-2417 (Map 161, Lot 114) – Submitted by Vito Giacalone for proposed intermittent stream designation.

Mr. Whittaker stated he received documentation from Mr. Manuell from Wetlands and Land Management that it is a dry stream and there were no drought conditions for the year when the dry conditions were observed.

Motion to approve the designation of the intermittent stream from the length of westerly lot line was made by Mr. Feener, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved. 

**Mr. Feener requested that Riverfront Area boundaries be placed on the ANRAD figure for the site. Mr. Gulla concurred.

D. NOI: 27 Kondelin Road # 28-2415 (Map 197, Lot 14) – Submitted by Ralph Hobbs to construct industrial building on MassDEP permitted pavement in the buffer zone - discussion of building placement.

Attorney Meredith Fine- 85 Eastern Avenue
Attorney Fine informed the board that John Judd is working on a letter regarding the shading from the building and its impact on the wetland.

E. Wise Place Parking Matter – Further Discussion

Mr. Whittaker summarized the plan for the Commission. The Traffic Commission has proposed that parking be allowed from 6:00 am to midnight for 3 cars.

Motion to approve the recommendation from the Traffic Commission was made by Mr. Gradwohl, seconded by Mr. Feener and unanimously approved.

F. 337 Concord Avenue – Site Visit Scheduling 
A site visit was scheduled for October 26, 2015 at 4:30

Other Business

Mr. Whittaker reported that Bruce Horn from Gorton’s called and wishes to engage in a dune grass planting effort at Good Harbor Beach. He will be planting 250-300 square feet of dune grass.  The Commission endorsed the project.

160 Western Avenue- Emergency Repair 
Mr. Gradwohl recused himself from the discussion.

Presenter: Ed Moll - Structures North, Salem MA
Mr. Moll explained that the wall is part of a 2 acre estate on the water. The estate is in a trust. The seawall is crumbling and there are 3 stories of stone above it. The bottom of one of the buttresses is gone. It is a very difficult site. He explained how staging will be placed to support the repair work. Mortar injection and pointing will be done.
Mr. Gulla stated that the proper protocols have to be put into place and submitted to the Agent. After the emergency work is done a Notice of Intent needs to be filed properly for the project.
Mr. Feener requested more specifics on the mortar and grout be submitted to the agent prior to work commencing.
Motion to approve emergency order 160 Western Ave was made by Mr. Feener, seconded by Ms. Charpentier and unanimously approved. 

Mr. Gradwohl rejoined the meeting.

II. PUBLIC COMMENT -  None

III. MINUTES REVIEW AND APPROVAL – September 16 and October 7, 2015

Motion to approve the minutes for September 16, 2015 was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Ms. Charpentier and unanimously approved.

IV.	Block 1: Continued Projects

A. ANRAD: 30, 48 and 50 Atlantic Avenue #28-2413 (Map 257, Lots 167, 202 and 201) Submitted by Francis Goodhue for Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area, coastal wetland – Matter To Be Continued at the Request of the Applicant.

Motion to continue the ANRAD for 30, 48 and 50 Atlantic Avenue #28-2413 (Map 257, Lots 167, 202 and 201) Submitted by Francis Goodhue for Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area, coastal wetland to November 18, 2015 was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved.

B. NOI: Shore Road # 28-2416 (Map 167, Lot 13) – Submitted by The Residences at Shorecliff Condominium to perform vegetation maintenance in the buffer zone.

Motion to continue the NOI located Shore Road # 28-2416 (Map 167, Lot 13)  Submitted by The Residences at Shorecliff Condominium to perform vegetation maintenance in the buffer zone to November 4, 2015 was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Ms. Charpentier and unanimously approved.

C. NOI: 436 Washington Street # 28-2418 (Map 109, Lot 15) – Submitted by Gloucester United Methodist Church to resurface existing gravel parking lot in buffer zone.

Presenter: Bill Kesterson, 436 Washington St
Mr. Kesterson submitted a planting plan as requested at the October 7th meeting.
Mr. Feener stated that some of the plantings that are depicted on the plan are not on the Commission’s approved list and should be replaced. Switch grasses need to be added to the plan. 

Motion to approve the NOI for 436 Washington Street # 28-2418 (Map 109, Lot 15) as proposed by Mr. Feener submitted by Gloucester United Methodist Church to resurface existing gravel parking lot in buffer zone was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Ms. Charpentier and unanimously approved.

D. NOI: 10 Juniper Road # 28-……… (Map 96, Lot 42) – Submitted by Donna Crocker and Gretel Seeley to repair seawall, concrete pier and pilings on coastal bank.
Presenter: Donna Crocker- 10 Juniper Road
Mr. Whittaker reported that DMF comments were positive. A boiler plate of conditions and contingencies for seawall repair will be prepared and appended to the Order of Conditions. The Shellfish Constable’s letter was submitted requesting mitigation to be done. DMF also requested mitigation.
Mr. Gulla stated that the agent is to be called 72 hours prior to work commencing. 

Public comment: None

Motion to approve the NOI at 10 Juniper Road # 28-……… (Map 96, Lot 42) – Submitted by Donna Crocker and Gretel Seeley to repair seawall, concrete pier and pilings on coastal bank was made by Ms. Charpentier, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved.

E. NOI: 337 Concord Street # GWO15-02 (Map 240, Lot 1) – Submitted by Jeffrey W. Roberts to construct barn, driveway and drywell in City ACEC buffer zone.  
Matter to Be Continued at the Request of the Applicant.

Motion to continue the NOI for 337 Concord Street # GWO15-02 (Map 240, Lot 1) – Submitted by Jeffrey W. Roberts to construct barn, driveway and drywell in City ACEC buffer zone to November 4, 2015 was made by Ms. Charpentier, seconded by Ms. Kwasie and unanimously approved.

F. NOI: 178 Atlantic Road # 28-2414 (Map 76, Lot 5) – Submitted by James Harwood to construct a residence/appurtenances on undeveloped rocky shore/flood zone.

Attorney Meredith Fine- 85 Eastern Avenue
Mr. Gulla announced that the discussion is to revolve around the informational requirements for the Commission and Third Party Review.
Mr. Whittaker informed the Board that a lot of comment has been received. He reviewed the list of concerns with the commission.  He also read a proposed list of information to be supplied by the applicant from the Applicant to the Commission. He stated that the wetland concerns are limited on the site. Expertise is needed in 2 or 3 levels of Civil Engineering; Geotechnical with marine experience, structural engineering and blasting experts should be involved. The impacts and stability of the rocks needs to be looked at.
Attorney Fine stated that the safety of the building should be saved for the building inspector and isn’t related to Commission jurisdiction and blasting is handled by the fire department. 
Mr. Gulla stated that the Commission has to understand engineering aspect of the building. If the building falls apart it will damage the site and beyond.
The Commission agreed to take public comment on the project at the next meeting to help focus the process and provide specificity for the third party consultant.  

Motion to continue the NOI for 178 Atlantic Road # 28-2414 (Map 76, Lot 5) – Submitted by James Harwood to construct residence/appurtenances on undeveloped rocky shore/flood zone to November 4, 2015 was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Ms. Charpentier and unanimously approved.

Block II: New Projects

A. Amendment to NOI: 30 Western Avenue # 28-……… (Map 2, Lot 24) Submitted by Ocean View Trust for seawall repairs.

Presenter: Kevin Talty, - 30 Western Avenue
Mr. Talty explained that Griffin Engineering submitted a report that there is an area of concern on the wall. It needs to be repointed and is a maintenance issue. 
Bids for the work are being collected.

Conditions:
· Boiler plate conditions to be developed and appended
· Submit who will be doing work and how it will be done
· Product and associated information on grout mortar labels to be submitted
· Designated mix area to be placed away from the resource
· No equipment on the beach
· Agent to be contacted 72 hours prior to work commencing
· Licensing for all equipment operators to be submitted

Motion to approve the amended NOI for 30 Western Avenue # 28-……… (Map 2, Lot 24) Submitted by Ocean View Trust for seawall repairs was made by Mr. Feener, seconded by Ms. Kwasie and unanimously approved.

B. RDA 1470: 49 Ye Olde County Road (Map 232, Lot 7) - Submitted by Ronald Pino to extend existing float by 20 feet.

Presenter: John Judd, Gateway Consultants
Mr. Judd stated it is part of the Chapter 91 process. The abutters, Planning Board, Harbormaster and the Shellfish Warden have signed off on the plan. It allows the vessel not to be grounded on the mud. It will be into the low water permanently.

Motion for a Negative Determination for RDA 1470 for 49 Ye Olde County Road (Map 232, Lot 7) submitted by Ronald Pino to extend existing float by 20 feet was made by Mr. Feener, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved.   
 	
C. Revisited NOI: 243 East Main Street # 28-2401 (Map 79, Lot 10) – Submitted by Andrew Campbell to repair an existing seawall.

Mr. Whittaker stated there was confusion around the process for the initial application which was approved. Abutters were never notified so the NOI is invalid. It is a difficult site and also in the DPA.
Presenter: Andrew Campbell, 243 East Main St.
The abutters will not allow access onto their property for equipment and materials. A barge will be used instead. The top four or five feet of the wall will be taken down and repined to the bottom to solidify the base and then rebuilt.
Mr. Whittaker stated that Dave Sargent and the Harbormaster visited the site. The long dock is currently sitting on the bottom. The Shellfish Warden and DMF conditioned that when the work is done and if a barge is used, the pier is to be raised on stand-offs and a large tank on the property is to be removed. Both conditions are improvements.  The environmental impacts are unavoidable; however the long term impacts will be beneficial. 
.
Public comment:
Janet Dodd, 239 East Main St.
Ms. Dodd stated that she is in complete support of the seawall. The reconstruction should be done via a barge rather than through her back yard.  
Ron Francoeur, 237 East Main Street
Mr. Francoeur stated that he does object to the project only to the use of his backyard.
. 
Conditions:
· All preexisting conditions from first NOI to be carried over to this NOI. 
· Shellfish and DMF conditions to be adhered to
· Work to be done by barge

Motion to approve the NOI for 243 East Main Street # 28-2401 (Map 79, Lot 10) submitted by Andrew Campbell to repair an existing seawall was made by Mr. Feener, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved


D. RDA 1471: 16 and 31 Norseman Avenue (Map 144, Lots 42 and 29) - Submitted by Ronald Fleet to pave a 20 ft. section of road. 

Ron Fleet 37 Norseman Ave
Mr. Fleet explained that this is a maintenance project. The road is paved to the corner and at the corner it has eroded. The paving will be feathered out to the gravel road to eliminate the drop that is currently there.
Mr. Feener requested that a berm be placed on the other side of the pavement to slow down the water and the possibility of future erosion.
 
Public comment: None

Conditions:
· berm be placed on the other side of the pavement

Motion for a Negative Determination for RDA 1471 at 16 and 31 Norseman Avenue (Map 144, Lots 42 and 29) submitted by Ronald Fleet to pave a 20 ft. section of road was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved.

VI.	OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS  
	Requests for Letter Permits, Minor Modifications, Extensions, etc.

201 Essex Ave- Minor Modification
Mike Mitchell - 4 Edgewood Road

Mr. Whittaker explained that a driveway was built over an isolated wetland. 
The mitigation is to replant for loss of wetland. The Applicant proposes to relocate the 
house. The footprint is smaller but includes slightly more area within the 100 foot buffer zone.
The location was chosen because there is bedrock where it was originally located
and might require blasting. 
Mr. Feener and Mr. Gradwohl stated that the overall the project will be less impactful.  

Motion to approve the minor modification for 201R Essex Ave because it will be less 
environmentally impactful was made by Mr. Feener, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and
unanimously approved. 

	VIII. 	CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE

	16 Cononicus Road – 28-2237
	15 Walker Street – 28-2093
	75 Dennison Street – 28-2359
	Bass Avenue – 28-197
	84 Causeway Street – 28-1314

Motion to approve the Certificates of Compliance for 16 Cononicus Road – #28-2237
15 Walker Street – #28-2093,75 Dennison Street – #28-2359,Bass Avenue – #28-197,
[bookmark: _GoBack] And 84 Causeway Street – #28-1314 was made by Ms. Kwasie, seconded by Mr. Gradwohl and unanimously approved.

The meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m.
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