CITY OF GLOUCESTER
  CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES
WEDNESDAY January 7, 2015 - 7:00 PM

City Hall, 2nd Floor, Kyrouz Auditorium

Robert Gulla Chair

Members Present: Robert Gulla, Chair, Anne Jo Jackson, Helene Shaw-Kwasie, Barry Gradwohl, John Feener, 
Staff: Ken Whittaker, Agent; 
Chairman Gulla opened the meeting at 7:06pm

I. 1-5 minutes, review of amended, updated or final information, status reviews, modifications, signing decisions etc. - The applicant for 37 Niles Pond Road submitted a Monitoring and Maintenance Plan for Invasive Species Control and Footpaths.  The Commission was comfortable with the form and content although Feener requested a change in wording to reflect that “competent herbicide/pesticide applicators” would do the work and that the pesticide to be used be reported to the Conservation Agent.  Agent Whittaker reported that requested changes to previously submitted drawings had been completed.  Motion to Approve NOI by Jackson, second by Feener, motion passes unanimously.
II. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None
III
MINUTES REVIEW – Nov. 19 and December 17 meeting minutes presented (gent reported that he is still waiting for December 3 minutes from previous recording clerk).  Motion to approve minutes by Jackson, second by Gradwhol, motion passes with Jackson and Kwasie abstaining from December 17 vote. The Chair noted that continuing problems with the recording of the August 20 minutes may preclude their publication and acceptance by the Board
.
IV.
Block 1* Continued Projects

A) Continued NOI:  41 River Road:  Motion to approve request by applicant to continue to next meeting made by Jackson, second by Gradwohl, approved unanimously.

B) Continued Amendment to 28-1929 (and Extension) – 52 Whittemore Street aka Anchorworks subdivision.  Agent reported that applicant is still awaiting approval from Planning Board.  Motion to approve request by applicant to continue to second meeting in February made by Kwasie, second by Jackson, approved unanimously.

C) CONTINUED NOI – 644 Essex Avenue: Motion to approve request by applicant to continue to next meeting (because of unavailability of required information) made by Jackson, second by Kwa, approved unanimously.    Chair reported that as result of recent investigation it was determined that applicant work on culvert had not negatively impacted normal water levels and previous violation notice is to be withdrawn.
V.     Block II* NEW Projects
D) NEW NOI :  154 Wheeler Street:  Submitted by Lee and Tom Evangelista     (Represented by Gregory Lombardi Design, Inc.) to modify hardscape and add plantings, and other work proposed and completed in buffer zone to coastal bank (Map 100, Lot 14). – The applicant’s representative presented the overall design stressing the installation of permeable materials below pavers and spacing between pavers at a minimum distance of ¾ of an inch.  The commission asked for more detailed plans addressing underlayment materials for the pavers, the cisterns which would capture an recharge runoff water from the new pavers and house roof drains (i.e. the Commission requested diagrams, “numbers”, design details, etc.) , and calculations regarding the amount of plantings actually added vs. what was there originally before the work commenced.  Upon applicant’s agreement to replant existing trees and shrubs previously removed Feener asked for a note from the landscaper explaining how the trees have been treated on removal and their chances for survival on replanting. The commission would like to see more plantings in the re-worked area with a goal of a 2x1 increase in permeable for added impermeable area including replacement of removed vegetation “in kind” and a gradation (i.e. addition of a “mid story”) sloping down and grading out to the resource area.  They would also like to have the plantings grouped (rather than in multiple divided areas) because of increased habitat value.  The applicant’s representative agreed to submit revisions incorporating these comments and new/revised plans within a week.  Subject to these conditions, a motion to continue until the January 21 meet was made by Kwasie, seconded by Jackson, passed unanimously.
E) NEW NOI: 14 Rouse Road: Submitted by Kathleen and Michael Vitale (Represented by Wetlands and Land Management, Inc.) to complete house and driveway renovation/addition in wetland buffer zone (Map 137, Lot 33). Motion to approve request by applicant (to allow discussions between neighbors regarding the project) to continue to next meeting made by Kwasie, second by Jackson, approved unanimously.

F) NEW NOI: 458 Washington Street: Submitted by Frank Piraino (Represented by Wetlands and Land Management, Inc.), to construct an in-ground pool in Riverfront area (Map 109, Lot 1). - The applicant’s representative explained that the original project had been approved but the permit had expired. The only substantial difference between the old and new plan is change in flood plain elevations, the proposed added pool is only partially in Riverfront Area.  The applicant explained the pool area had been terraced with the effect of increasing infiltration (as opposed to the steep slope that previously existed) and there is a one foot wall around the proposed pool area which acts as an effective barrier to sheet flow.  A neighbor brought forth questions regarding setbacks from property lines and voiced concerns about the nature and height of vegetation.  The Conservation Commission decided that the normal two to one mitigation ratio was not needed here given infiltration improvements.  Applicant agreed to add plantings inside the top of the wall (12-18 inch wide vegetated strip) and at the exterior base of the wall to “soften the look” from the river (perhaps some creeping vines and with native plants and shrubs not to exceed 6 feet in height at maturity) to enhance infiltration.  Mitigation plantings were limited to a 1 to 1 ratio and should be added primarily to existing areas on the borders of the property, as shown on drawings, for greater habitat effect than small isolated plantings nearer the resource area. Applicant was directed to hold with the planting plan previously submitted, remaining cognizant of the concerns of the neighbors regarding view preservation.  The applicant recognized that certain “housekeeping” filings would be necessary and must be completed before starting on the new work, specifically closing out the expired Order with a Certificate of Compliance.  Subject to these conditions, Jackson moved to grant the Order, seconded by Kwasie, motion passed unanimously.
G) NEW NOI: 10 Brace Cove Road: Submitted by Michael Slezak (Represented by Griffin Engineering) to install a municipal sewer main and residential connection (Map 134, Lot 3).  The applicant’s engineer described the project indicating that about 700 feet of trenching would be necessary to connect the house at 10 Brace Cove Road to the closest sewer manhole of Brace Cove Road.  Work would be done primarily “just off the pavement” with a small 12-18” bucket.  Concerns were raised about excavation trench collapse but the pipe although installed in mostly sand will only be at a four feet depth so collapse may not be an issue – any extra sand from the excavation would be returned to the beach area.  Silt fence will mark the limits of excavation, the work is expected to take about 2 weeks and site conditions will be restored to the original conditions.  The engineer indicated that installation of the sewer behind the property, a shorter distance, was not feasible due to the presence of ledge.  The Conservation Agent reported concerns voiced by the Gloucester DPW concerning possible damage to the sewer by storm events and how the City would not take jurisdiction of the sewer because of these concerns.  The applicant agreed to install back flow prevention devices, acceptable and subject to periodic inspection by the city (including specifically one prevention device in the manhole to which the pressure sewer line is to connected), to prevent sewage backflow in event of a pipe breach during a storm event.  A neighbor stood up in support of the project.  Subject to these conditions, a motion was made by Jackson to approve the Order, seconded by Gradwohl, passed unanimously.
VI.
OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS - Requests for Letter     Permits/Modifications, etc.

VII.     AGENT’S REPORT ON VIOLATIONS: Updates/Investigations


The Agent agreed that he would set up a meeting with representatives with Marshall Farm as a prelude to a discussion at an upcoming meeting to clarify for all parties’ understanding of areas of jurisdiction and ways to avoid violations and perceived violations in the future. The Agent noted Mr. Marshall was responsive and amicable in responding to the latest violation notice.



The Agent also reported on ongoing violation notices at 10 Doanne Avenue (tree/brush cutting in Riverfront area, steps to acquire payment of fees from Ted Reed of Quarry Street for an erroneously issued Order and an ongoing effort to inspect and “close-out: various violations and associated notices of violations (NOVs) that were sent out last year.
VII. CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE

Upon the recommendation of the Agent. A motion was offered by Jackson, seconded by Gradwhol, to award a Certificate of Compliance for 1 Wingaersheek Rd, File #28-2261.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 8:52 P.M.
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