
 
 

GLOUCESTER CITY COUNCIL 
Ordinances & Administration Committee 

Monday, October 20, 2014 – 6:00 p.m. 
1st Fl. Council Committee Room – City Hall 

AGENDA 
(Items May be taken out of order at the discretion of the Committee) 

   
 
1. New Appointment: 
 
 Historical Commission  (TTE 02/14/17)   Mary Ellen Lepionka 
 
2. CC2014-043 O&A to review& adopt final recommendations of Ad Hoc Dog Ordinance Committee 

under GCO c. 4 Animals, Art. 2 “Dogs” except as applied to GCO Sec. 1-15 fines for Running at 
Large and that the matter of fines for violations of Sec. 4-16 “running at large” most recently 
amended June 24, 2014 delete $100 per offense and adding $25 first offense, $50 each subsequent 
offense 

 
3. CC2014-040 (Verga) Request to review the matter of requiring that all meeting notices and 

agendas for all public meetings of all City boards, commissions and committees, including City 
Council and School Committee, be posted on the City’s website (Cont’d from 10/06/14) 

 
4. Memorandum from Assistant General Counsel re: revision to the Community Preservation 

Committee ordinance 
 
5. CC2014-037 (Cox) Amend GCO Sec. 22-270 “Parking prohibited at all times” re: intersection of 

Prospect Street with Friend and Warner Streets (Cont’d from 09/15/14) 
  
 
 

COMMITTEE 
Councilor Robert Whynott, Chair 
Councilor Sefatia Theken, Vice Chair 

Councilor Robert Stewart 
 

Back-up and Supporting Documentation all on file at the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall 
 
CC:  Mayor Carolyn Kirk 
 Salvatore DiStefano, Sr. 
        Linda T. Lowe 
 Kevin Corridan 
 Robert Ryan/Larry Ingersoll 
 

The listing of matters is those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact 
be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 

 
 



 























DOG ORDINANCE CHANGES AS RECOMMENDED TO THE O&A COMMITTEE BY THE 
AD HOC DOG ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE DATED 03/14/14 

 
Section 4-15.  Running at large prohibited. 
 
(a)  No person owning or keeping a dog in the city shall permit such dog at any time to run at large in the city 
 (unless expressly authorized under Sec. 4-16a or Sec. 4-16d).  Each incident in which a dog, licensed or 
 unlicensed, is on public or private property without authorization and is not under the direct control of its owner 
 by a leash not exceeding six feet in length shall be a violation of this section.  
 
Section 4-16a. Dogs allowed on public beaches at certain times. 
 
1. Leashed dogs under the direct control of their owners by a leash in hand not exceeding sixteen (16) feet in 
 length shall be allowed on all public beaches from September 16th to April 30th. 
 
OPTION 1 – Unleashed dogs shall be allowed on Good Harbor Beach and Wingaersheek Beach from: September 
16 to April 30, annually subject to the following conditions: 
 
Off leash sunrise to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to sunset. 
 
Option 2 – Unleashed dogs shall be allowed on Good Harbor Beach and Wingaersheek Beach from:  October 1 to 
April 30, annually subject to the following conditions: 
 
Off leash sunrise to 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to sunset. 
 
1. Owners must remain with and monitor their dogs.  Owners, per the below conditions, define person with 
 direct care, custody, and control of a dog while in a designated off-leash area. 
2. Dogs must be licensed and vaccinated as required by applicable law and ordinance. 
3. Dogs must wear their tabs and have no contagious conditions, diseases or parasites. 
4. Dogs must be leashed when entering and exiting a designated off-leash area. 
5. Dogs and humans are not allowed in the dunes. 
6. Dogs with a history of dangerous or aggressive behavior as determined by the Animal Control Officer are 
 prohibited. 
7. Dogs younger than four (4) months are now allowed. 
8. Unaltered male dogs or female dogs in heat are not allowed. 
9. Owners must immediately remove dogs who are exhibiting aggressive behavior. 
10. Owners must carry a leash; one leash per dog is required. 
11. Maximum of two (2) unleashed dogs per owner. 
12. Owners must have in their possession an adequate number of poop bags, or other appropriate device for 
 removal of their dog(s) waste. 
13. Owners must clean up after their dogs and dispose of the waste in an appropriate waste container. 
14. Owners must fill in any holes dug by their dog(s). 
15. Any violation of the above conditions shall be subject ot a fine of $50.00 for a first offense, $100.00 for any 
 subsequent offense(s); and dog(s) may have off-leash privileges revoked by Animal Control. 
 
Fines for violations will be double in season for beaches and other off-leash areas as determined. 
 
Section 4-16d.  Off-leash dog areas. 
 
Unless otherwise expressly authorized under this ordinance, the department of public works director may designate, 
with the approval of the mayor and the city council, specific lands for use as off-leash dog areas, with their operation 
being subject to regulations enacted pursuant to Section 7-16(b) of the City Charter. 
 
Section 4-19.  Redemption of impounded dogs. 
 



(a) No dog confined for a violation of this article shall be released to its owner or keeper except as provided herein.  
 The dog officer shall issue to the owner or keeper of any such dog a citation for the violation of this article.  The 
 violations shall bear a fine of the following: 
 
 (1) For the first offense:  $50.00 
 (2) For any subsequent offense(s): $100.00 
 
(b) In the case of the first and each succeeding violation, no dog shall be released prior to the receipt by the dog 
 officer of due notice of the payment of the fine for all outstanding notices of violation or of the deposit of the 
 amount of the fines as a security for the payment of said fines and proof of valid license.  In every case in which 
 the owner or keeper refuses to pay such fines or a deposit for security for such fines, the dog shall be held until 
 a hearing on the charged violation has been held and the owner shall be liable for all confinement charges as 
 provided herein.  As sued in this subsection, the term “outstanding notices of violation” shall include only those 
 notices of violation resulting in confinement. 
 
Section 4-20.  Pound; dog officer. 
 
(a) The city shall make provisions to shelter stray dogs, dogs impounded due to violations of this article, or dogs 
 rescued from danger or distress.  The operation of the shelter shall incorporate the regular services of a licensed 
 veterinarian. 
 
Section 4-21.  Dog fouling. 
 
(d) Fines for violation.  Violation of this regulation shall be punished by a fine of $50.00 for the first offense and 
 $100 for any subsequent offense(s). 
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